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Chapter 1. What’s Wrong With Our World?
Many have lost hope. Why? –Wars, terrorism, weather disasters, political uncertainty,
economic recession, family conflicts, the energy crisis, health problems, crime, etc. Our purpose in this
manual is to give you hope in our troubled world. Indeed, what’s wrong with our world?
.
Don’t Blame God. He didn’t create it that way. God the Father is introduced in Genesis 1:1: “In
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Then the Holy Spirit is revealed in verse 2,
“And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.” Jesus appears in verse 3, “Then God
said, let there be light”; and there was light.” This Light was Jesus. The sun was not made until the
fourth day. Look at verses 14-16, “Then God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day,
and the lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars also.” Note: Jesus is not created here. He is
eternal, uncreated and has always been part of the triune Godhead. The Hebrew verb here for “let there
be” is not a creative verb. It is the basic verb “to be” and could be translated “let the light which
already exists appear.” Also, the highest name for God, “Yahweh,” is built on this verb. God told
Moses He was “I AM.” Interesting.
The Bible says Jesus was directly involved in the creation. Colossians 1:15-16 says, “He [Jesus,
vs. 13-14] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things
were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.”
At the end of the Bible, describing the New Jerusalem and the new earth, John says, “The city
had no need of the sun or the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb [Jesus]
is its light” (Revelation 21:23). Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world” (John 8:12).
So we have the full Trinity of God (working as One) creating the world. They created
everything without fault, including Adam and Eve. God said “It was good” six times in the first
chapter of Genesis (verses 4, 10, 12, 18, 21 and 25).
Genesis 2:8 records the creation of a beautiful garden, a perfect environment, --with full
employment, “Then the Lord God took the man and put him [the man] in the Garden of Eden to tend
and keep it” (verse 15). “And God said, ‘See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on
the face of all the earth and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food’” (Genesis
1:29). Adam and Eve had all they needed. Genesis 1:31 says, “Then God saw everything that He had
made, and indeed it was very good.” How did it get ruined? Good question.
God gave mankind a free will. Before creating the first man God had said, “Let Us make man
in Our image according to Our likeness;” (Genesis 1:26). The operative word here is “likeness.” He
was not talking about a physical image, for “God is Spirit” (John 4:24). We are like God in several
ways. For example, we have reasoning ability, conscience, and superior communication. This included
choice: “The Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat;
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you
shall surely die’” (Genesis 2:16-17).
The tree of life represented obeying and loving God. The tree of the knowledge of good and
evil was the tree of self-will and sin. So God gave humanity a choice of whether to love and obey Him
or disobey. Why? He could have made us robots and controlled everything we did in a giant computer
in heaven. But He wanted us to have choices and emotions like He has, and be real people, who could
choose to love Him and be His family… or not. If you are going to blame God, you must blame Him
for giving us a free will. It resulted in the fall.
Genesis 3 records Satan coming to the woman [Eve] in the form of a serpent and deceiving her
into taking the forbidden fruit. Verse 6 says that she ate fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil and gave to her husband and he ate. Verse 7 tells of the original cover-up. They were ashamed
of their nakedness and tried to cover themselves with fig leaves. When God came looking for them
(verse 8), they hid themselves among the trees of the garden. God had said they would die the same
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day they ate of the forbidden fruit. They did not die physically that day; but clearly something dreadful
had happened. Their sin had separated them from God. We call this spiritual death.
How can this be? God is a Trinity, -Father, Son and Holy Spirit. So are we, spirit, soul and
body. Paul says, “… may your whole spirit, soul and body be preserved blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:23b).
Consider the figure at the left, picturing the
three parts of every human being. The inner circle
represents the human spirit, the middle ring, the
human soul (including mind, will, and emotions),
and the outer ring, the body. Adam and Eve died
spiritually but continued to live physically and
mentally. We call this the “fall” of the human race.
Along with God’s judgment of their sin came loss of
access to the Garden of Eden. God also placed a
curse on the world system, including thorns and
thistles and ultimately, physical death Genesis 3:18).
Human sin is what’s wrong with our world.
Every human being since the fall by Adam and Eve
(except Jesus) has made the same kinds of sinful
choices Adam and Eve made, resulting in spiritual
death, or separation from God. This speaks of the
central illness of all humanity.
Blaise
Pascal (17th century French
mathematician) said, “There is a God-shaped
vacuum in the heart of every man that only God can
fill.” All natural men and women experience this
spiritual death. Is it possible to get this spiritual life back? Yes, that is why Jesus came into the world.

New Birth Needed:
When Jesus came He said, “unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God"
(John 3:3). He said this to Nicodemus, a very religious Jewish leader. It is not enough to believe in
God and be religious. One must have this spiritual heart transplant called the “new birth,” or perish.
Paul said to the Christians in Ephesus, “And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses
and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). How can we experience this “New Birth?” Repent of your sins and receive
Jesus Christ as your supreme God and only Savior. When He comes into your soul, you are born again.
God gives illustrations of this hope right here in early Genesis:
The first message of hope is given even before the fall in Genesis 2:21, “And the LORD God
caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh
in its place. 22 Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He
brought her to the man.”
Here is the first picture of Christ and His church and the first type of the cross, even before
man’s first sin. Adam, as a type of Christ, shed his blood in the first surgery, providing the rib out of
which God created Eve, a type of the church. God gives hope even before it is needed.
The second message of hope is found in Genesis 3:15, just after the fall of Adam and Eve.
This is the first clear Bible prophecy of a coming Savior who will defeat Satan. It is interesting that it
was spoken to the serpent, but recorded to also give us hope.
God said to the serpent, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
seed and her seed; He shall bruise your head and you shall bruise His heel.”
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The seed of the serpent is Satan. The seed of the woman is Jesus Christ. Paul explains, “But
when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, born under the law, to
redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons” (Galatians 4:4).
This strongly suggests the virgin birth, i.e. “made of a woman,” implying without the
participation of a man. Only Jesus has been virgin born. So God was saying there would be a
continuing battle between the seed of the serpent, Satan, and the seed of woman, Jesus, but Jesus
would win. God said Jesus would bruise Satan’s head, a fatal wound, whereas, Satan would only bruise
the heel of Jesus. This is the second Bible reference to the cross which is the first after the fall. The
Roman soldiers put nails through the feet of Jesus on the cross, which bruised His heel, but following
His death on the cross, Jesus arose victoriously, thus defeating Satan! Revelation 20:10 says Jesus will
cast Satan into the Lake of Fire forever.
The third message of hope is found in Genesis 3:21, which says, “Also for Adam and his
wife the Lord God made tunics of skin, and clothed them.” Were Adam and Eve saved? God does not
reveal that to us, but this verse suggests they were. To get those skins, some animals had to die,
shedding their blood, to provide the skins to cover the nakedness of Adam and Eve. What does this
mean?
Hebrews 9:22 explains it, “And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood,
and without shedding of blood there is no remission.”
The blood shed to get those skins was a type of the cross of Christ, and the skins were a type of
the righteousness of Jesus covering their sin. This is evidence for Adam and Eve being saved.
So here in Genesis 3:21, we have God giving hope to Adam and Eve with a third reference to
the cross. Jesus died on the cross for our sins, and all who believe in Him receive a robe of
righteousness to cover the nakedness of their sins.
What about you? Have you admitted your sinfulness and asked for His forgiveness? Have you
believed Jesus Christ died on the cross for you and arose the third day? Have you called on Him to
save you? If you are certain you have done this, Jesus came into your heart and you are born again
spiritually. If you are not absolutely certain, please renew that commitment today to be sure.
Decision Service #1. The most important thing we can do as church leaders is to be sure of our
salvation. It is not wrong to do it again. Would you pray this prayer with me just to make certain? Just
repeat it after the translator, one phrase at a time.
Suggested Prayer: “Dear Lord Jesus, I believe You are the supreme God. (repeat) You became
a man living a sinless life. (repeat). You died on the cross for my sins and arose from the dead (repeat).
To be sure, I ask You to please come into my heart (repeat) and forgive all my sins (repeat). Help me
to live for You (repeat). I pray this in your name dear Lord Jesus (repeat), Amen (repeat).
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Chapter 2. Here’s Hope! God’s Directions, the Bible!
Newborn babies must be fed, but as they grow, they must learn to feed themselves. Likewise,
new Christians must at first be fed but as soon as possible be taught to feed themselves on the word of
God if they are to grow. It is urgent to get Bibles, or at least Bible portions, to new Christians and teach
them to believe it and how to study it.
What is the Bible? It could be called God’s directions for us but more formally, it is called
“the Word of God.” The Bible we use contains 66 books; the first 39 we call the Old Testament and
the last 27 the New Testament. God used about 40 writers to record it over 1500 years, but without
contradiction in the original documents. The Bible is also referred to as “Scripture.” Jesus said in John
10:35, “…the Scripture cannot be broken.” He also said in Matthew 24:35, “Heaven and earth will
pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.” The apostle Paul said in 2 Timothy 3:16, “All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good
work.” Paul uses the term, “inspiration of God.” This literally means “God-breathed.” We believe that
God so breathed His Spirit into the men who recorded Scripture that the end result was God’s perfect
word.
What the author believes about the Bible: “The Holy Bible was written by men divinely
inspired and is God’s revelation of Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has
God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth without any mixture of error for its matter. Therefore,
all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy.”
The Bible is about Jesus. Our doctrinal statement on the Bible goes on to say, “All Scripture is
a testimony to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine revelation.”
In our first chapter we studied several verses in Genesis referring to Christ, and some even
strongly implying the cross of Christ.
One of the most remarkable testimonies that the Old Testament testifies of Christ is found in
Luke 24. On the same day as His resurrection, Jesus joined two disciples on their way to Emmaus. He
had restrained their eyes from recognizing Him (verse 16). Though they had heard reports that Jesus
had risen, they did not yet believe it. Luke 24:27 records Jesus teaching them, “And beginning at
Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
Himself.”
Wouldn’t that make a great Old Testament commentary? Jesus was showing how the Old
Testament tells very much about Him. Look for Jesus on every page of the Bible. It is His Story.
The Bible is the all-time best seller. When Johann Gutenberg invented the movable type
printing press in 1436 A.D., the first book he printed was the Bible. Since then, more copies of the
Bible have been printed in more languages than any other book in the world. This is still true.
How did we get the Bible? We have already said God gave it to men by His Holy Spirit; for
example, God gave Moses the first five books of the Bible in about 1450 B.C.
However, it is very interesting that the first Bible portion written, namely the Ten
Commandments, were written by God Himself. Exodus 24:12 says, “Then the Lord said to Moses,
‘Come up to Me on the mountain and be there; and I will give you tablets of stone, and the law and
commandments which I have written, that you may teach them’” In Exodus 31:18 it says, “And when
He [God] had made an end of speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of the
Testimony, tablets of stone written with the finger of God.” This clearly says God wrote these
commandments.
In the 1956 Hollywood movie, “The Ten Commandments,” producer-director, Cecil B. De
Mille, had lightning burn the letters into the stone tablet. We do not know how God did it, but He
wrote them. We also have an example of God writing on the wall without man in Daniel 5:5.
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God wrote these first portions of Scripture as a pattern, strongly implying that we were to view
all Scripture as written by God, even when He chose men to record it. In most other Scripture God
used men to write His Word. 2 Peter 1:21 says, “for prophecy (Scripture) never came by the will of
man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”
How were the books of the Bible chosen? Many more Bible-type books were written than
became accepted as the Word of God. Over history, God gathered Godly praying men in councils to
choose the books He had inspired. These men studied the many proposed books, praying that the same
Holy Spirit who inspired their writing would guide them to choose the books God had given to be part
of His Bible. They looked for books quickened by the Holy Spirit to bless people and change lives.
Jeremiah 20:9b says, “But His word was in my heart like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I
was weary of holding it back, and I could not.” And, Jeremiah 23:29 says, “’Is not My word like a
fire?’ says the Lord, ‘and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?’”
This idea is confirmed in the New Testament. Hebrews 4:12 says, “The word of God is living
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit,
and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
Eight Principles for Effective Bible Study:
1. Believe it is God’s Word. In Genesis 12, God called Abram promising to make him a father
of many nations by his wife Sarai. There was a problem. Abram was 75, and Sarai was barren. She
continued to be barren for almost 25 years. In Genesis 15, God repeated His promise that Sarai would
have a son of promise. In verse 6 it says, “So He (God) brought him (Abram) outside and said, ‘look
now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.’ And He said to him, ‘So shall
your descendants be.’ And he (Abram) believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for
righteousness.” (Note: God changed their names to Abraham & Sarah in Genesis 17:5 and 15). Not
only did Abraham believe in the Lord, he believed the word God gave him. The word translated here
“believed” is the Hebrew word “aman,” a primary Hebrew word for “believe.” “Aman” is translated
“believe” or “believed” 41 times in the KJV Old Testament. It is transliterated “amen” in many
languages to express approval, or “I believe it.”
“There are three words the same the world over. “Amen, Hallelujah, and Coca Cola.” If you
believe the Bible is God’s word, say “Amen!” Believe the Bible and God helps you understand it.
2. Pray Before Reading the Bible and While Reading It. Here’s a suggested prayer in Psalm
119:18, “Open my eyes, that I may see wondrous things from Your law.” The Bible is a spiritual
book. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:14, “But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of
God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”
The same Holy Spirit who inspired men to write the Bible will illuminate it to you as you pray.
3. Take the Bible Literally Unless There Is Clear Reason to Do Otherwise. The golden rule
of Bible interpretation is: “When the plain sense of Scripture makes common sense, seek no other
sense.” In other words, take every word in the Bible in its ordinary, literal meaning unless the context
suggests otherwise. However, there are some Scripture portions not to be taken literally.
For example, parables, such as the one in Luke 8:4-8 about the sower who planted seeds in
different kinds of soil. Jesus explained it in Luke 8:11. “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word
of God.” It is clear that Jesus used this parable of common daily experiences to illustrate spiritual truth.
Then there are metaphors. Jesus said in Matthew 5:13, “You are the salt of the earth.” He did
not literally mean we are pure salt (except Lot’s wife, found in Genesis 19:26). Jesus was saying
Christians are to be like salt, giving Godly flavoring to the world. Salt is also conserving to our society,
like salt conserves meat. Salt also creates thirst. It is widely used by farmers and ranchers to make their
stock drink more water, preventing dehydration. Our lives should make people thirsty for the living
water of God’s Spirit and His Word. Another metaphor is found in John 8:12 where Jesus said, “I am
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the Light of the world.” He also said to His disciples in Matthew 5:14, “You are the light of the
world.” This is not a contradiction. Jesus is original light, like our sun, and we are reflected light like
the moon, reflecting the light of the sun. He was not talking about a literal oil lamp or candle. He
continues in verse 16. “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.” The context clearly indicates He is saying our “good works” should
reflect the light of Jesus and point to Him and glorify God.
However, be sure you have Bible evidence that God is using metaphors. We emphasize this
because some take all Scripture as metaphors, making it mean what ever they want and thus avoid the
literal truth taught. Of course the Bible does include metaphors and symbols, particularly in Bible
poetry, like the Psalms, Proverbs, or books of prophecy, like Daniel and Revelation. These books use
far more symbols and figurative language, but these symbols teach literal truth.
4. Do Bible Word Study. Practice this and teach your people to look up Bible words they do
not understand in a dictionary, even a secular school dictionary. How can anyone understand the Bible
if they do not know the meaning of the words used? If you have a Bible dictionary, that’s better in
getting the original meaning of the Hebrew or Greek Bible words used. However, Bible dictionaries
are more expensive and not as readily available to the average Christian in some countries. Do your
best with the tools you have to understand Bible words.
5. Consider the Context of Any Bible Verse You Are Reading. The context is what comes
before and after any verse you quote alone, and what the larger passage is talking about. There is only
one interpretation to any Bible passage, but there may be many applications. The one interpretation is
what the original author was saying to the people he was writing. To learn this, you need to discover
who was writing it, when, to whom, and what issues he was addressing? When you answer these
questions you have the one interpretation. There may be several principles or applications drawn out of
the passage, but none of them should contradict the one interpretation. More about resources on how to
do this below.
6. Let Scripture Explain Itself Where Possible. For example, John 1:1 says, “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” What does “Word”
mean here? It could not refer to the Bible because it was not there in the beginning. Keep reading. In
verse 14 we read, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” The Word is Jesus, who became
flesh and lived among us. So now, go back to John 1:1 and interpret, “In the beginning was Jesus, and
Jesus was with God, and Jesus was God. All things were made by Jesus, and without Jesus was not
anything made, that was made.” The Bible is its own best commentary. Jesus often explained parables
to His disciples privately. In those cases, we don’t have to guess at their meaning.
7. Obey the Word as God Reveals It To You. God sometimes reveals the meaning of
Scripture to you in a personal way, convicting you where your life-practice differs. He expects you to
apply it to yourself first in obedience and change. Jesus said in John 14:15, “If you love Me, keep My
commandments.” When you fail to obey Him, He is grieved and unlikely to show you any more. In
Luke 6:46 Jesus said, "But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do the things which I say?”
8. Use all the Bible helps you can get. Here are some examples: Compare Bibles in different
versions of the same language; and Bibles in different languages if you have them and also speak
those languages. Get a Reference Study Bible, which has introductory notes to each book, footnotes
along the way and chain references with small letters referring to other Bible passages. Many of these
reference Bibles have a concordance or subject index in the back to help you find a Bible passage on a
certain subject. These reference Bibles also normally have maps in the back for help in understanding
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the location of different events discussed in the Bible. Concordances arrange key words from verses
in the Bible in alphabetical order. Then under each key word it lists the places it appears in the same
order as the Bible books. If you remember a few words from a verse, but not where it is in the Bible,
look under a key word in a concordance to often find the passage you seek. Bible Encyclopedias list
Bible subjects in alphabetical order with an article on each subject. Bible Commentaries give more
information on each Bible passage. They may be from one to 20 volumes and are usually the most
expensive Bible tools. One of the best Bible commentaries is Matthew Henry. It is one of the oldest
and probably the least expensive. Get and use the best Bible study tools you can, and ask God to help
you understand and use His Word effectively. He will! Amen.
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Chapter 3. The Centrality of the Cross!
Our subject for this session is “The centrality of the cross in the Christian life and the church.”
When the author was preparing this manual God showed him the cross was the most important
message of the seminar. Originally, it was the first message, but many participants, due to traveling
uncertainty, missed that session, so it was rescheduled as the third message so that they would all get
it. By the centrality of the cross, we mean it is the most important subject we could ever consider.
Please turn to John 12:32–33. Jesus said: 32 “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all
peoples to Myself.’ 33 This He said, signifying by what death He would die.”
Some have taken verse 32 out of context and quoted it alone to mean that we lift the name of
Jesus up, i.e. publicize His greatness, His teachings or His promises. Yes, we should do that, but here
Jesus is talking about His being lifted up on the cross. Verse 33 makes that very clear, “This He said,
signifying by what death He would die.”
Jesus was saying tell the whole world about the cross. Communicate it in all the ways you can.
As people can see me lifted up on that cross, I will draw them to Myself. This is a very significant
insight to evangelism and missions. To paraphrase what Jesus said, “Preach the cross and I will draw
all peoples to Myself.” And He does. This is not referring to worshiping the wood or even the shape of
the cross, but the sacrifice of Jesus on that cross.
Paul, the great missionary apostle, also emphasized the cross of Christ. Acts 17 records Paul’s
visit to Athens, Greece, where he debated the great philosophers of that day. He could hold his own
with them for Paul was also a great scholar, but verse 34 says he won only a few of them to Christ.
Then the very next chapter, Acts 18:1, says Paul went directly from Athens to Corinth. Later in
his letter to the church at Corinth Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:1-2, “And I, brethren, when I came to
you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. For I
determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” In verse 4 he
continued, “And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but
in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.”
Apparently Paul noticed when he preached on the cross of Christ; the Spirit of Christ came in
power to draw people to Himself. That may be why God used Paul to win a greater percentage of his
world to Jesus than anyone in history. This suggests that the message of the cross is the central
message of the Christian faith.
Nineteenth century preacher, Charles H. Spurgeon, one of the greatest preachers of all time
said, “My message is the cross of Jesus. Whatever my subject, I always head for the cross as soon as I
can.” And so should we! Any sermon or Bible class lesson will be better if related to the cross.
So What Happened at the Cross? Today, the author invites you to revisit the cross with him
as he describes what happened there. Help him by using your imagination and let the cross be real.
The suffering of the cross began in Gethsemane. Arriving there about midnight from the Last
Supper, Jesus said to His disciples in Matthew 26:38-39, “‘My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto
death. Stay here and watch with Me.’ He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying,
‘O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.’”
What was in that cup? Scripture does not tell us, but whatever it was caused Jesus to recoil
in horror and beg His Father to remove it. The author believes it was our sins. Can you imagine all of
the sins of the world being condensed into that cup? -All the hate, murders, robberies, cursing, sexual
immorality, gossip, lies, and blasphemy? Here the sinless Son of God was asked to take our sins into
His body. No wonder He shrank back in terror! He could have been saying, “If there is any other way
to save the world, please do it, but if not, I will drink the cup.”
Peter says of Jesus in 1 Peter 2:24, “…who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree,
that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness –by whose stripes you were healed.” The
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author believes Jesus took our sins into His body in Gethsemane when He took the cup, bearing those
sins to the cross.
The parallel passage in Luke 22:43-44 adds, “Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven,
strengthening Him. And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great
drops of blood falling down to the ground.” Jesus began shedding His blood for us here in
Gethsemane. The transfer of all our sins to the body of Jesus undoubtedly would have killed Him, had
the angel not strengthened Him. However, it remained for Jesus to publicly bear our sins to the cross so
that we could see it.
The arrest and trial of Jesus by Jewish leaders is recorded in Matthew 26:47-56. He was
betrayed by one of His disciples, Judas. He was delivered into the hands of the Jewish High Priest.
Some say that His arrest and death on the cross proved Jesus failed in His mission. No! This
was His mission, to die for us. In Matthew 26:53 He said, “Or do you not think that I cannot now pray
to My Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of angels?” “Legion” is a
military term used in the Roman army. One legion of Roman soldiers included 6,000. Twelve legions
of angels would be 72,000 angels. The Jewish officials could not have taken Jesus had He not willingly
submitted to the cross. His disciples did not understand. Verse 56 says, “Then all the disciples forsook
Him and fled.”
This Jewish trial of Jesus happened in the middle of the night. The Mishna, a Jewish
commentary on Biblical law clearly states that trials were to be only held in daylight hours. All of this
Jewish trial of Jesus was illegal because it was held in the middle of the night at the home of the High
Priest. When the Jewish leaders finished the trial Matthew 26:67 says, “Then they spat in His face and
beat Him; and others struck Him with the palms of their hands,”
Matthew 27:1 suggests in verse 2, they demanded Pilate, the Roman governor, execute Jesus.
The trial before Pilate was early the next morning (Matthew 27: 1). On their way to Pilate, the
Jewish leaders had a brief court at sunrise to make their decision legal by Jewish law. This had to start
at dawn because much happened before Jesus was nailed to the cross by 9:00 a.m. (Mark 15:25).
Matthew 27:26 records His scourging. Traditionally, this included thirty-nine lashes with a
whip of nine strips of leather embedded with rock and metal. This undoubtedly cut His back to
ribbons, causing blood to flow freely to the ground.
The mocking of Jesus is recorded in verses 28-30, first with a scarlet robe, mocking His
claim as a king, then with a crown of thorns pressed upon His head, causing blood to flow down His
face and neck. “So you are a king,” they sneered, adding, “Here’s Your crown.” They offered him a
reed for a king’s scepter and bowed their knee, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on Him
and took the reed, striking Him on the head with it.
John 19:17 says, “and He [Jesus], bearing His cross went out to a place called ‘Place of a
Scull.’” The rough cross laid on His back probably re-opened the scourging wounds, causing more
blood loss! He either fell under the cross, or went too slow. Matthew 27:32 says they compelled Simon
of Cyrene, a man from the crowd to bear the cross of Jesus.
We have a hymn by Thomas Shepherd,
“Must Jesus bear the cross alone and all the world go free?
No, there’s a cross for everyone, and there’s a cross for me”
--And for you. Will you carry His cross?
When they arrived at Calvary, Matthew 27:35 simply says, “Then they crucified Him” -driving
nails through His hands and His feet, and lifting Him up on the cross. Can you see it? The blood still
flowing from His hands and feet for our sins?
Listen, Jesus speaks His first words from the cross (Luke 23:34); "Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they do;”
For whom was Jesus praying to be forgiven?
-the Roman soldiers who nailed Him there?
-the mob that had shouted, “Crucify Him?”
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-the Jewish leaders who plotted to have Him crucified?
-for Peter who denied Him?
Yes. All of the above; but He was also praying for you and for me! It was our sins that nailed
Him to that cross. Hebrews 12:2 says, “…looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who
for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of God.”
What was this joy? He looked down through time and saw all who would believe in Him and
be saved, including you and me! That gave Him joy.
Yes, He was praying for me and for you when He prayed, “Father, forgive them…” Will His
prayer be answered in your life? Will you believe in Him and accept His forgiveness? What about your
family? Your friends? Your neighbors? Will you tell them about the cross of Jesus and His forgiving
grace?
Finally, John 19:30 says Jesus shouted, “It is finished!” This is one Greek word, “Tetelestai,”
meaning completed. This was used by bankers in that day to mark a loan paid. When the last payment
was made the banker would write “Tetelestai” across the loan, signing it, meaning the loan was “paid
in full.” Jesus was saying He had finished the payment with His blood for our salvation.
Hymn writer Elvina Hall said it so well:
“Jesus paid it all. All to Him I owe.
Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.”
Jesus really died on that cross. All four gospels record His death and His victorious
resurrection on the third day! Hallelujah!
We have revisited the cross together today. How did it affect you? Jesus said His being lifted
up on the cross would draw all people to Him. Did you feel drawn to Him? -not just in salvation, but in
your whole approach to life. Every time we revisit the cross by hearing a sermon about it or reading
about it, we will be strangely drawn nearer to Jesus. After hearing the cross described, do you feel
drawn nearer to Jesus?
We must preach and teach the cross as our primary message, and expect the Holy Spirit to draw
people to Jesus!
In the middle ages, the geographical center of London, England was “Charing Cross,” an iron
cross well-known to the citizens of London and simply referred to as “the cross.”
One day a little boy was picked up by a London “bobby” (policeman). The child was neither
able to tell where he lived nor give clear names for his parents. Finally, amid his sobs and tears, the
little fellow said, “If you can take me to the cross I can get home from there.”
Take people to the cross. They can get home to heaven from there!
The cross is where men are reconciled to God and to one another. So stay close to the cross in
your personal devotions, in your family, in preaching, or teaching a Bible class. In fact, there is no
situation, subject or ministry which will not be helped at the cross. Make the cross the central theme of
your life and your ministry. Jesus will show up as you lift Him and His cross to a lost world. Amen.
Decision Number #2 Will you commit yourself today to major on the cross from now on?
Suggested Prayer: “Dear Lord, thank you for showing me the centrality of the cross of Jesus.
(Repeat) From this time forward I will seek to center my life in the cross of Jesus Christ, (Repeat)–In
every sermon, Bible lesson, and witness. (Repeat). In Jesus name I pray. Amen! (Repeat).
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Chapter 4. Living Victoriously
Cars and motor-bikes run out of gas and need re-fueling. Cell phone batteries run down and
must be recharged. Christians must learn to be continuously filled and re-filled with the Holy Spirit to
live victoriously. This session is designed to help you live filled, and walk in victory. It can be done!
In over 58 years of ministry the author has had many periods when he was spiritually down, out of gas and his battery down …periods of failure and defeat. God taught him more through failure
than through success. He has not arrived, nor does he always live victoriously. He is still a work in
progress, but in these pages he shares some of the lessons learned for victorious living. He says when
he practiced the following principles, he experienced victory and joy in serving the Lord. Here are the
most important lessons he has to share with your preachers and Christian leaders on living victoriously.
I. Have a Quiet-time Alone with God Every Day.
There is nothing more important than that. Here are some suggestions:
1. Commit Yourself to at Least Five Minutes Quiet-time Alone with God Every Day.
Five minutes daily is better than an hour once a week. If you do not commit yourself to at least
five minutes every day, you will often leave it out. While we can and should be in a spirit of prayer
“without ceasing” (1 Thes 5:17), even as we are doing other things; however, we are speaking here of
concentrated quiet-time given totally to undivided attention alone with God and His word.
Billy Sunday was a great evangelist of the late 19th and early 20th century. It has been
estimated that God used him to reach more than two million souls for Christ. When he died in 1935, a
reporter asked his wife the secret of his success. She answered, “It could be that he had a very strict
commitment to reading the Bible and praying first thing every morning. He would not read a
newspaper, even a telegram, or eat any food until he spent time alone in the Bible and in prayer.”
Hearing that testimony changed the author’s life. He made a commitment that he would not
read anything else, do any work or eat anything until he had at least five minutes alone with God in
prayer and Bible reading. To the degree he kept that commitment, God has blessed him in his ministry.
2. Make Your Quiet-time first Thing Every Morning. The author found the early morning
best before others are up. After you get up and get busy, it is hard to stop and have real quality time
with God. We are not talking about sermon preparation or family devotions. This is just you and God
and your Bible.
Consider this example of Jesus in Mark 1:35, “Now in the morning, having risen a long while
before daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary place; and there He prayed.”
If Jesus found it important to rise early for intense prayers to His Father, how much more
should we? This does not mean early morning is the only time one can have such quality time with
God, but it may be the only time you can depend on. Our days get full and at night we are usually too
tired to make that our primary quiet-time. The important thing is that this prayer time should be with
our full undivided attention to God and His word.
THE SECRET
I met God in the morning when my day was at its best,
And His Presence came like sunrise, like a glory in my breast.
All day long the Presence lingered. All day long He stayed with me,
And we sailed in perfect calmness o’er a very troubled sea.
Other ships were blown and battered. Other ships were sore distressed,
But the winds that seemed to drive them brought to us a peace and rest.
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Then I thought of other mornings, With a keen remorse of mind,
When I too had loosed he moorings, With the Presence left behind.
So I think I know the secret, learned from many a troubled way.
You must seek Him in the morning if you want Him through the day!
By Ralph S. Cushman
3. Have a Specific Plan. It seems better to keep the Scripture reading brief for a quiet-time,
like one chapter, or even ten verses. Many use a devotional guide, like Our Daily Bread (RBC) or My
Utmost for His Highest, by Oswald Chambers, etc. Take a relatively brief time in the Word, letting
God speak to you. Then take time in meditation and prayer. Begin with thanksgiving. Psalm 100:4
says, “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and
bless His name.”
4. Keep a Prayer Journal. The author has found keeping a prayer journal very profitable. It
helps keep us accountable. It can be as simple as a pocket notebook. On a blank page, write the date,
Scripture read, and what God showed you and a prayer list. This is the simplest journal plan.
Or use a loose leaf notebook to add more, like a page for daily prayers, such as thanksgiving,
praise, commitment, confession, refilling of the Holy Spirit, petitions for personal needs, and prayer
for your immediate family. When God answers a specific prayer, write it down and celebrate with
praise! Don’t try to pray for everyone every day. Divide your larger prayer list by seven and pray for a
different group each day of the week. If you try to pray for everyone every day, you will often pray for
no one. By spreading it out you can pray for specific needs of people by name. Of course, temporary
emergency needs are moved to the daily list.
You won’t do this unless you commit to do it. Will you commit your self to a daily quiet-time?
Decision #3. Here’s a Suggested Prayer:
“Dear Lord, I hereby commit myself to take at least 5 minutes every morning (Repeat) in
personal Bible reading and prayer (Repeat) before I read anything else, do any work, or eat anything.
(Repeat) In Jesus Name, Amen.” (Repeat).
II. Recognize the Problem of Your Old Nature. Both Jesus and Paul called our old nature “the
flesh.” Here are some examples of how our flesh often interferes with our prayers and service.
Example #1. The disciples of Jesus had difficulty with their “flesh.” In Gethsemane, Jesus pled
with His disciples to pray with Him. Jesus came and found the disciples sleeping. He said in Matthew
26:40b-41, “What? Could you not watch with Me one hour? Watch and pray, lest you enter into
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
Example #2. Paul had difficulty with his “flesh.” In Romans 7:15, Paul says, “For what I am
doing, I do not understand. For what I will to do, that I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do.” In
verse 18 he continues, “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is
present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.”
Paul is saying there was a battle going on inside him. Part of him, namely his born-again new
nature, wanted to do right, but his “flesh”, or his old nature, was still drawn by the world.
Have you heard of the preacher who said “I sometimes think inside me there is a bad dog and a
good dog fighting.” Someone asked, “Which dog wins?” He answered, “The one I feed and pet.”
Are you feeding your old nature or your born-again spiritual life? Somehow Satan still has
access to our mind and old nature after we are saved. If we feed on worldly books, bad TV, the wrong
crowd, etc., and neglect our soul, our flesh wins and we fail to live victoriously.
III. Claim the Second Cross. The first application of the cross is salvation; however, there is a second
application of the cross in closing our old nature or flesh down. We saw how Paul struggled with his
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old nature in Romans 7. God showed him victory in Galatians 6:14, “But God forbid that I should
boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I
to the world.” Paul is not here talking about the cross of salvation. He is boasting in the victory of the
second cross over his flesh. To use our analogy, you can kill that bad dog inside you every day!
Paul also calls “the flesh” “our old man.” In Romans 6:6, he says, “…our old man was
crucified with Him [Jesus] that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer
sin.”
Also, in Galatians 2:20, Paul says, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live
but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself for me.”
Our flesh [old nature] is a sin factory, continually producing sin in our lives. Claiming the
second cross for our old nature closes it down. However, once is not enough. We need to do this daily.
In Luke 9:23, Jesus said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross daily, and follow Me.” In 1 Cor. 15:31b, Paul said, “I die daily.”
Every time you completely surrender to Jesus as your Lord, you become one with Him. If you
are one with Him now, you were one with Him on the cross, and your old fleshly nature is crucified. It
is closed down as long as you are consciously committed to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. When your
old nature is dead it can not draw you into sin. Paul is boasting in the second cross, by which “the
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” This is the victory of claiming the second cross!
The chart below illustrates how we can move from our linear time line into God’s timeline.

God’s perspective of time is more like a circle, taking in all of the past and future in one divine
present. When we get off the throne of our life and glorify Jesus as our Lord on the throne, we move
into God’s divine present, seated with Him at the right hand of God. Ephesians 2:4-6 says, “But God,
who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in
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trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up
together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,”
When we are one with Him at the right hand of God, we are contemporary with the cross. In
His “divine present” we are also in Him on the cross, claiming the cross for our old nature and the
continuous filling of the Holy Spirit. The more we consciously abdicate the throne of our lives and
glorify Christ as our Lord, the more of His victory becomes ours. See more below about how we can
live Spirit-filled every day.
IV. Learn to Live Spirit-filled Every Day.
It is God’s will for every Christian to live a Spirit-filled life. In Ephesians 5:18, Paul says, “Be
not drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit.” The tense is continuous.
In America, as in many other countries, it is against the law to drive a car when you are drunk,
or high on drugs. You can be arrested and charged with DUI (driving under the influence). When you
are under the influence of alcohol or drugs, you are dangerous on the highways. You become a
different person for the worse.
On the other hand, when you are filled with the Spirit of God, you are living under the
influence of the Holy Spirit. You are a different person for the better. This verse could be paraphrased,
“Don’t drive your life under the influence of alcohol or illicit drugs, causing you to have wrecks and
harm yourself and others. Live your life filled with the Spirit and with Jesus in the driver’s seat.”
John 7:37-39 gives us great help for living a Spirit-filled life. It says, 37 “On the last day, that
great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and
drink. 38 He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living
water.’ 39 But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the
Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”
This water Jesus offers is the Holy Spirit (Verse 39). Anyone who truly believes in Jesus as
Lord and Savior now receives the water of the Holy Spirit. However, at that time, Jesus had not yet
died on the cross, risen from the dead, and ascended to be glorified at the right hand of God the Father.
John was inspired by the Holy Spirit to explain that the Holy Spirit could not be given until
Jesus was glorified. Look again at the last phrase of verse 39, “for the Holy Spirit was not yet given,
because Jesus was not yet glorified.”
After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to believers over a period of 40 days, after which He
ascended to heaven. A great coronation service was prepared for Jesus to be glorified and seated at the
right hand of God the Father. Meanwhile, the Christians in Jerusalem were in the upper room praying.
Acts 2:1ff records the coming of the Holy Spirit to fill those 120 Christians gathered in that
prayer meeting on the day of Pentecost, meaning the 50 th day after Passover. The coronation of Christ
and the coming of the Spirit on Pentecost may have been simultaneous.
There are two great lessons from John 7:37-39:
First. God wants us to have rivers of His Spirit flowing through us. Verse 38, “He who believes
in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” Imagine having rivers
of the Holy Sprit flowing through you! How can that happen?
When you believe in Jesus with all your heart you receive the Holy Spirit. Jesus said in verse
39, “…this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive;” But here, as
in Ephesians 5:18, God wants us to live continuously filled with the Holy Spirit every day.
The second lesson is the clear connection between being filled with those “rivers of living
water,” and Jesus being glorified. Historically, the Holy Spirit could not come to fill Christians until
Jesus was glorified at the right hand of God the Father.
Here’s our present application. Every time you glorify Jesus as your King on the throne of your
life, you will be filled with those rivers of the living water. Do it every day. Do it many times a day,
and keep the rivers of the Holy Spirit flowing in your life. This is living the Spirit-filled life, and it is
wonderful!
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V. Apply the Lord’s Prayer in your life.
Matthew 6:9-13 records what is popularly called, “The Lord’s Prayer.” It is only the Lord’s
Prayer in that our Lord Jesus gave it. He never needed to pray, “Forgive us our debts,” [sins] since He
never sinned.
There are two cautions regarding this prayer. First, this prayer is only for born-again Christians.
Jesus once told some Jewish leaders, "You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father
you want to do.” (John 8:44a)” They were not invited to pray this prayer. Secondly, Jesus warned in
Matt. 6:7 "And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they
will be heard for their many words.
Jesus was actually giving us a pattern, or example, of how we should pray. Here are some
examples of applying the Lord’s Prayer in our lives used by the author:
1. “Our Father in heaven.” Thank you that I can call You my Father through Jesus Christ my
Lord. I am not worthy to come to You except through Him. I also thank you that I am not alone. Jesus
said pray, “Our” Father. I have brothers and sisters in Christ that also call You Father through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Thank You that I am part of Your family through Jesus Christ.
2. “Hallowed be Your name.” Father, You are holy, meaning: pure, righteous, glorious,
beautiful, omnipotent, loving, merciful, just, wonderful, and true to Your promises! May Your name be
hallowed and Your holiness known by everyone in the world. Also, help me to be holy in Christ.”
3. “Your kingdom come.” Jesus has been crowned King of Kings, at your right hand. Thank
you that He is my King and I am subject to Him. Help me abdicate (give up) the throne of my life and
crown Jesus as my King every day. May Your kingdom grow on earth as more and more people are
born again in Jesus, and are added to Your spiritual kingdom now. May Your Kingdom come in my
life and to all the people I can influence. Your Word also says that someday the kingdoms of this world
will be ruled by You and Your Son, Jesus Christ (Rev. 11:15).
4. “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” I say with my Lord Jesus, “Not my will
but Yours be done,” not only in my life but over the whole earth.
5. “Give us this day, our daily bread.” Bread represents all my physical needs. “Thank You
Father, for supplying all my needs so faithfully. Help me to see the difference between my needs and
my greeds. Also, help me to share with others from what You give me.
6. “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” I confess my wrong thoughts,
words and deeds, especially my pride and selfishness. Please forgive me for these and also for sins of
omission, like often failing to give You first place in my life. Help me to apologize to those I offend
and to forgive those who offend me, even if they do not apologize.
7. “And do not lead us into temptation.” Lord, please lead me to resist temptation to sin and
also, in times of trials, give me grace to make me more like Christ. And in it all, lead me to be a good
example and a witness to Your wonderful salvation and sufficiency.
8. “But deliver us from the evil one.” Father, I know we live in a fallen world. Most of the
people in our world are following Satan, whom Jesus called “the prince of this world.” Deliver me
from the evil one, all his demons and all who serve him. Give me spiritual discernment to recognize his
traps and the lies of this world system.
9. “For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.”
Thank You Father, that even though Satan may be the temporary god of this world, You are
still the sovereign King of the Universe with all authority and omnipotent power. Satan can go no
further than You permit. Help me to remember and affirm to others that You are the victorious God,
and some day Your glory and holiness will be revealed, Your Word vindicated and validated, and You
and Your Son, Jesus Christ, will make all things right and rule the universe perfectly forever. Amen
15

Chapter 5. The Church, Established and Commissioned
As Jesus neared completion of His incarnation on earth, He spent much time preparing His
disciples to establish His church, God’s masterpiece, the only eternal institution on earth.
What is the church, its purposes and organization? These are very important questions.
We begin our study in Matthew 16:13-19: 13 “When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea
Phillippi, He asked His disciples, saying, ‘Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?’ 14 So they said,
‘Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ 15 He said to
them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ 16 Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God.’17 Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and
blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 And
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’”
Jesus was concerned that the world know who He is and why He came into the world. That is
the primary purpose for His church.
To proceed with this message we need a working definition of the church. Here’s a simplified
definition: “The church is a local body of baptized believers who have decided to unite together as a
church for Jesus Christ, to worship God, observe the two ordinances, obey the Great Commandment
and carry out the Great Commission.”
While some Scriptures speak of the universal church, the overwhelming majority of times the
word “church” appears in the Bible it is referring to a local church. So we will be primarily studying
God’s plan for the local church. First we will consider:
The Establishment of the Church.
1. Jesus is the Master of the Church. In verse 18 Jesus says, “…I will build My church.” So
Jesus is the Master-Builder of the church and the Master-Owner of the church. Notice He says “My
church ...” He mentions building it on “this rock.” What rock? Some say Peter is the rock on which
Jesus built the church. Not so. Here’s why. While it is true that Peter’s name in Greek means “stone,”
the Greek word translated “rock” is a huge “rock.” The rock Jesus built His church on is The Great
Confession Peter had made in verse 16, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
All who believe that truth and build their lives on Jesus become part of His church. Thus Jesus
is the rock the church is built upon. Paul also teaches this in 1 Corinthians 3:11, “For no other
foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Paul explains this means
Jesus is the “Head of the church” (Eph. 1:22 & 5:23). Peter himself refers to the apostles as living
stones in the church (1 Peter 2:5), but to Jesus as the “chief cornerstone” (vss 6 & 7). Paul also calls
the church the “body of Christ” (Col. 1:24b), meaning the church is to minister as Christ would on
earth today. Therefore, Christian leadership in the church is to find the will of Jesus and carry it out.
2. The Mission of the Church. Jesus came to “seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10). That is
also the mission of His church. The church is made up of all who confess Him as “the Christ, the Son
of the living God.” They, in turn, are called to carry out His mission by introducing Him and His
salvation to the world. Christian leadership requires a clear vision of the mission of the church.
We also call it The Great Commission, which Jesus gave His church in Matthew 28:
19
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.
Christian leadership is simply carrying out the mandate of Jesus for His church. Jesus is calling
leaders to lead His church to carry out that mission. Will you answer His call and be a leader for Him?
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3. The Ministers of the Church. In verse 19 Jesus said to His disciples, “And I will give you
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Having chosen His disciples to be the first
leaders of His church, Jesus had spent much time training them. He now promises them the “keys of
the kingdom”, which included authority and responsibility in establishing His church.
There is an early Christian story told of Jesus returning to heaven. The angels welcomed Him
home and asked Him how it went. He said, “I picked twelve disciples, trained them and commissioned
them to establish My church on earth.”
One of the angels was quoted as asking Him, “Suppose they fail?”
Jesus is quoted as saying, “I have no other plan. They must not fail.”
While this is not in the Bible, it seems consistent with the plans Jesus has for His church. We
must not fail Him today. Jesus has no other plan but the church for saving this lost world.
What are these keys Jesus promised the first church leaders? They include His plans to redeem
His church out of a lost world. Everyone but Jesus is guilty of sin and thus bound for hell. Jesus gave
Himself on the cross to save them and rose from the dead on the third day. The disciples were given
the keys of the gospel, which, if taken to the lost, would set them free from sin. Not taking the gospel
to the lost would leave them bound, both on earth and for eternity. So the keys Jesus gave His disciples
include His Great Commission to His church to take the gospel to a lost world.
These keys also include authority and power. Luke 9:1-2 says “He [Jesus] called His twelve
disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. He sent
them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.”
The Bible only includes two leadership offices for the church;
First, the pastors, also referred to as elders, bishops, and overseers. They were to be the spiritual
leaders. The apostles were the first elders of the church. Peter and John both referred to themselves as
elders (1 Peter 5:1 and 2 John 1).
Second, the deacons, who were the servants to assist the pastors, especially ministering to the
physical needs of the church (Acts 6:1-7).
Paul gives the qualifications for pastors (bishops) in I Tim. 3:1-7, and for deacons in verses 8-13.
They were to be men of integrity, filled with the Holy Spirit, exemplary and faithful in their behavior.
4. The Message of the Church. Initially, the gospel message featured who Jesus was. However,
Jesus adds His cross and resurrection to the gospel in Matthew 16:21, “From that time Jesus began to
show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed and raised the third day.”
This was very difficult for the disciples to accept. In fact, Peter tried to prevent Jesus from
going to the cross in verse 22, “Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘Far be it
from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!’” Jesus responded to Peter in verse 23, "Get behind Me,
Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men."
At this time the apostles apparently still thought Jesus was going to conquer their enemies and
restore the kingdom of Israel to its former glory. He will do that when He returns, but in His first
coming, He came to die for our sins.
Paul later confirmed this same completed definition of the gospel in 1 Corinthians 15:1, “I
declare to you the gospel” …defining the gospel in verse 3 “…that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures.” This is the gospel of Jesus Christ and it will change any person who believes it and
receives Jesus.
The Commissioning of the Church.
We now amplify the mission of the church in The Great Commission, found in Matthew 28:1620, 16 “Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had appointed for
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them.17 When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and spoke to
them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age.’” Amen
Christians everywhere call this passage “The Great Commission.” Our dictionary defines a
commission as “a written document assigning certain responsibilities with authority and resources to
carry them out.” It is illustrated in the commission given to military officers, with assignments and
authority to carry them out.
Jesus, as head of the church, has commissioned all Christians to represent Him in the earth.
This is expressed in The Great Commission by Jesus Christ, our commander in chief, setting out what
we are to do as a church. The Great Commission to the church has five functions:
1. Worship is the first function of the church. It is very difficult to decide which is most
important in the church, worship or evangelism. It is like asking which wing of a bird is most
important, the right wing or the left. The bird can’t fly without both of them. True worship will
empower and motivate life-changing evangelism and missions. Worship which does not result in
evangelism is disobedience, and thus not true worship.
Jesus gave us The Great Commandment in Mark 12:30. He said, “And you shall love the
LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.
This is the first commandment.”
Worship is essentially expressing our love and praise to God. Of course, if we love God with
our whole being, we will obey The Great Commission. In fact, loving Him becomes our primary
motivation for evangelism and missions.
Let’s look in this passage to see how worship was involved in The Great Commission. Before
Jesus gave The Great Commission, He made an appointment with His disciples for worship. Matthew
28:16-17 says, “The eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had
appointed for them. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted.”
He has also made an appointment with us for worship with His church. Hebrews 10:25 says,
“not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the day approaching.”
Why should we worship Jesus? Because He has all authority in the universe. Verse 18 says,
“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on
earth.’” He is certainly worthy of our worship and obedience.
The church should give a high priority to worship because it is the greatest motivation for
service. It was out of that worship experience that Jesus gave the rest of the ministries we refer to as
“The Great Commission.”
2. Evangelism is the second function of the church. Jesus said in verse 19, “Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.”
There are two parts of this function:
A. Making Disciples. The Bible uses the analogy of the church being the bride of Christ and
Jesus is the Bridegroom. Worship is the spiritual loving relationship between the church and Jesus that
produces spiritual children, or new Christians. In Genesis God commanded Adam and Eve to be
fruitful and multiply. Likewise, Jesus and His bride, the church, are to be fruitful and multiply other
Christians. As part of His bride, we must worship Him and seek the daily filling with His Holy Spirit
to enable us to bear spiritual children for His kingdom.
B. Baptizing New Disciples. Verse 19 continues, “baptizing them in the name of the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit. Baptism is a very significant part of the commission.
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Baptism is a visual witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ. When a person is baptized they are
immersed under water, showing the death of Jesus on the cross and His burial. When they come up out
of the water, they are showing His resurrection.
Baptism is a new disciple’s public declaration of his commitment to walk in a new kind of life,
following Jesus.
3. Education is the third function of the church. Jesus said in verse 20, “teaching them to
observe all things that I have commanded you;” You who have children know that the birth of a baby
is only the beginning of your responsibility. The big job of parenting involves protecting, feeding and
tenderly caring for your children. Just so, Jesus wants each local church to protect, feed and give tender
care to new baby Christians. Peter said in 1 Peter 2:2, “As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the
word that you may grow thereby.” Each new Christian needs to be taught the Word for assurance of
salvation and spiritual growth. This teaching would certainly include how they can be part of the
church evangelism ministry.
New Christians are usually more excited about sharing their faith than older Christians. They
also have more close friends who are lost without Christ. Those lost friends can see the big change in
the life of their friend. More experienced Christians should go with the new Christians, helping them
witness to their lost friends. This is also a great way to teach the Christians how to witness.
They also need to be taught how to pray, study the Bible, and understand the basic doctrines.
4. Ministry is the fourth function of the church. Jesus said in Matthew 28:20b, “observe all
things that I have commanded you;” Jesus would also have us teach the new Christian to be part of the
body in ministering to the needs of both the church and the community.
The Bible teaches us that the church is to minister to the needs of people. In Matthew 25:35-36,
Jesus said to His followers, “for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me
drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you
visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.” When they asked how they had done those things,
Jesus answered, 40 “inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”
5. World Missions is the fifth function of the church. In verse 19, it says, “make disciples of all
nations.” How was the church to do this? Some were to go.
Many believe the apostles of Jesus took the gospel to a greater percentage of the known world
of their day than any other generation. Thomas was in India by 60 A.D., preaching the gospel and
planting churches. There is strong evidence that Paul went as far as Spain.
Certainly that was true of the first three centuries. What has happened to the harvest? The Great
Commission of Jesus to take the gospel to the whole world has not been rescinded. God is still calling
Christians to go out to new places where people have not heard the gospel. God may call you to go to
another state, or even another part of the world.
But whether you go to a new area or not, every Christian is commanded to participate in prayer
and helping others to go. Just as every Christian is commanded to give a tithe, or 1/10 th , of his income
to God through his church, every church should give at least 1/10th of their regular offerings to
take the gospel beyond their church field to the world. Many of you should also be ready to go to
areas beyond your church field to help plant new churches. Also, churches should send lay members of
their church to be the nucleus of a new church. The church could help them with Bibles, bus fare,
motorbike gas, food, etc. This is the spirit of The Great Commission, to win a lost world.
Conclusion: You are not alone in this Great Commission. The same Jesus who said “all
authority has been given to Me in heaven and in earth,” promised all who obey His commission, “Lo, I
am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen” (vs. 20c).
Will you accept His Great Commission or re-commit yourself to it for Jesus sake?
Decision #4. Please stand, raise your right hand, and repeat after me:
Suggested Prayer: “I hereby accept this Great Commission of Jesus Christ (Repeat) to do all I can to
help carry the gospel to the whole world! (Repeat) Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen! (Repeat).
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Chapter 6. Leadership for the Church
God has given the church a huge task, impossible without His help. We must work in the power
of His Holy Spirit, but we also need to practice the very best leadership principles.
I. Leadership Principles:
1. Have a Clear Vision of Your Church Mission. This is found especially in “The Great
Commission,” Matthew 28:16-20. Leaders must spend time in prayer and Bible study to apply this
mission to their church. Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish” (KJV).
2. Know your Church Field. This includes knowing your church members, including their
strengths, weaknesses, and needs of the people in your church field.
Nehemiah is a great example of leadership as he returned from Babylon to lead in rebuilding
the wall of Jerusalem. It is recorded that Nehemiah prayed eleven times seeking God’s guidance. He
also did his homework. Nehemiah 2:12-15 records his traveling by night around Jerusalem to see what
was needed to rebuild the wall. He also studied the Jews there and assigned different ones a specific
section of the wall to repair. Nehemiah is one of the great examples of leadership.
3. Lead by Personal Example. You can not lead others to do what Christ commands if you are
not doing them. In Paul’s defense before King Agrippa in Acts 27:19, he ended his testimony with this
affirmation, “I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision.” He also said in 1 Corinthians 11:1, “Imitate
me, just as I also imitate Christ.” Hebrews 13:7 says, “Remember those who rule over you, whose faith
follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.” The Christian leader’s conduct must back up his
teaching. There is an old adage, “What we do speaks more loudly than what we say.”
4. Train Key Leaders. Both Jesus and Paul picked out a few men to spend extra time with in
communicating their mission, goals and methods. John Maxwell, a respected authority on Christian
leadership, emphasizes the importance of pastor/elders sharing with key leaders to arrive at goals and
projects, letting those key leaders present the goals to the church. Effective church leaders recognize
they can not, nor should they, do it all.
Mentoring is a great leadership principle. By mentoring we mean having more mature
Christians working closely with younger Christians, leading them to grow in maturity.
Jesus and Paul always took other men with them in their ministry journeys. Undoubtedly they
mentored them as they traveled. Effective leaders are always taking others with them in their
ministries. We call this OJT or “On the Job Training.” Some things can only be learned on the journey.
Paul said in 2 Timothy 2:2, “And the things that you have heard from me among many
witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” Challenge the ones you
train to train others. This is a great leadership principle.
5. Help Each Person in Your Church Learn His Motivational Spiritual Gift. Every Christian has
a primary motivational gift, one of the seven gifts mentioned in Romans 12:4-8. Pastor/elders should
teach the Bible passages that help their people learn and use their motivational spiritual gift. This can
be liberating. Most Christians do not know their spiritual gift and thus are trying to do everything, most
of which they are not gifted to do.
Here are the motivational spiritual gifts in Romans 12: (1) Prophecy–vs. 6b, Motivation to use
God’s word to reveal unrighteous motives or actions: (2) Servers-vs. 7a, Motivation to demonstrate
love by meeting practical needs; (3) Teachers-vs. 7b, Motivation to clarify truth by searching the
Bible; (4) Exhorters-vs. 8a, Cheer leaders, motivated to encourage other Christians to grow; (5)
Givers-vs. 8b, Motivation to give, also gifted in earning and managing money; (6) Rulers-vs. 8c,
Motivation to organize, delegate, for teamwork; and (7) Mercy-vs. 8d, Motivation to comfort those
who are hurting.
6. Delegate Responsibilities to Leaders with Appropriate Gifts. Clearly communicate their
assignment. It is not enough to tell people what they should do. Show them how to do it by your
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example and teach them how to fulfill that responsibility. Jesus said, “teaching them to observe all
things that I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:20). Implied in these words is the word “how” to do
what Jesus commanded. If it has to do with witnessing, take others with you when you go out to
witness. Show them how to do it and patiently instruct them. That is what Jesus did with His disciples.
That’s what Paul did. When they learn how, they will be more motivated to be faithful.
7. Set Goals to Fulfill the Church Mission. The leaders should ask God to give them worthy
goals for their church, but also to involve their people in setting church goals. People will not work
toward goals they did not help set. Goals should be measurable and dated, so you will know when
they are reached.
Here is one example of suggested measurable dated church goal:
“That we as a church win 50 people to Jesus in the next 12 months.”
Perhaps your goal should be more than that. The church at Jerusalem led 3,000 to be saved and
baptized in one day on the day of Pentecost.
Notice this goal is measurable and dated. However, you will only reach goals if you lead your
people to plan and carry out action steps toward those goals.
For example, consider these suggested action steps that could help you reach the above goal:
- Identify your best prospects by name, and where they live; (More on this later).
- Pray for them by name;
- Seek daily filling of the Holy Spirit for witnessing;
- Train members in soul winning,
- Assign specific prospects to church members to pray for and witness to by a certain date;
-and very important, follow up on assignments. (More on this below).
Regularly review the progress, celebrate good results, and encourage follow-through. Similar
action plans must be made to reach other goals, or they will not be reached. Only set goals for which
you are willing to take specific action steps to reach. Worthy goals with specific actions to reach them
can help create a team spirit and excitement.
8. Follow-up and Accountability are very important in leadership. Hebrews 13:17 says, “Obey
those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give
account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.”
Failure in accountability and follow-up is probably the most serious short-coming in church
leaders. God says elders will give an account to Him, and church members are accountable to their
elders. When Church members have accepted delegated responsibilities, they must be accountable to
their leaders. Good leaders will follow-up and hold members accountable whether they have fulfilled
their responsibilities. When Christians know their leaders will be asking for an account, they are more
likely to be faithful. Ask them to share with you how they are doing in their delegated responsibility.
Reward success with affirmation, gratitude and praise. Correct failure with clarification of
responsibilities and further help. With continuing failure, be ready to re-assign leaders without
breaking their spirits. Just recognize it wasn’t a good fit. This involves regular evaluation of progress,
and learning from both success and failure. But follow-up and accountability is essential to good
leadership.
II. Time Management for Church Leaders:
Determining Your Priorities:
Pastors, you must be self-starters, and learn to use your time well. Normally, you will not have
a human boss to tell you what to do and when. This is one of the reasons it is urgent for you to have a
regular quiet-time in Bible study and prayer, seeking God’s guidance for your priorities in time-use.
Decide on your priorities. We suggest the following priorities for your consideration:
First Priority: God. This refers to personal quiet-time alone with God. We have covered this.
Note: The church is not God. Your personal walk with God is your first priority, not the church.
Second Priority: Your Wife. (Note: For wives, your husband).
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*Illustration: In about 1978 the author attended a deeper life conference with his first wife, Peg.
They had been married 20 years at that time. He called Peg, “my favorite person.” There were
messages on going deeper with God, including guidance for personal quiet-time.
The third morning in his quiet-time God spoke to his heart, but it was clear, “What’s this about
Peg being your favorite person?”
“Well, she is Lord.” He silently responded. There was silence on God’s part.
“Lord?” he said.
God responded, “I want to be your favorite person!”
He said, “You are, Lord.”
God answered, “Which?” He began to get the point.
He sighed, “OK, Lord, from now on, you will be my favorite person. Can Peg be my second
most favorite person?”
God answered, “Yes.”
Later he told Peg about it. She laughed and said, “I don’t mind being second place to God, but
no one else.” They agreed.
The point is that God really wants to be first in your life, above all other relationships,
including your wife. However, your wife should clearly be second only to God.
The author went on to confess there were times when his church came ahead of his wife and it
damaged his marriage. However, he praised God for convicting him and helping him get it right much
of the time. When a pastor puts his church above his wife, he can cause his wife to be bitter toward the
church.
One helpful plan was to schedule a date night with his wife. If you do this, schedule it ahead to
give her something to look forward to. If you do that, absolutely keep that appointment. If someone
asks you to do something else that date time, just tell them you have a very important meeting that
night and can not change it. (Except for real life or death emergencies, and be careful here). Your
people will respect you for your priorities if you are consistent.
Well-known evangelist, Billy Graham, had evangelistic crusades all over the world. Late in his
ministry, a reporter asked Billy’s wife, Ruth, if she ever considered divorce due to her husband’s long
absences from home.
She said, “No, I never considered divorce, but I considered murder.”
Third Priority: Your Children. Your first ministry is to your wife and children. They are
exhibit A of your ministry. If Christianity does not work in your home it will not work in church.
Likewise, reserve quality time for your children and take care to be at special events important to them.
Love is a word also spelled “time.”
Fourth Priority: Your Church. (For laymen and bi-vocational pastors, it may be your job).
The church is not an end in itself. It is a means to meet the spiritual needs of people, including your
family. Church can so saturate your schedule and the schedules of your people that families are
seriously damaged.
Fifth Priority: Leisure Activities, such as friends and recreation. Yes, you need recreation and
time with friends. So does your wife. Balance is very important here. We suggest you consider more
recreation with your family than with friends, -again, balance.
Don’t say, “I don’t have time to do all the things God has told me to do.” God has given
everyone 24 hours per day. He is not unjust to expect you to do more than the time you have. Is it
possible that you don’t have time do God’s will because you are investing time in things God never
intended you to do? Learn to say “no” to lower priority tasks, or delegate them out to others. We
discussed this under leadership principles.
In Acts 6:1-7, the apostles found themselves overloaded, carrying food to widows. They simply
came to the church and asked them to delegate this to others. In Acts 6:4 they said, “But we will give
ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” -Not because they were too good to
help the widows, but that it was a lower priority than prayer and ministering the word.
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$30,000 Time Management Idea: An American efficiency engineer went to the president of a large
business corporation. He offered a plan that he believed would greatly increase the success of that
company. He asked the president to try it for one year and at the end of that year, write him a check for
what the plan had been worth to the corporation. The president agreed.
Here’s his time management plan: All top and middle management leaders were trained and
committed to follow the following procedure each day:
1. Write on a blank card seven priority tasks needing to be done that day.
2. Rate them in priority of importance, 1 to 7. (Some to complete, others to spend some time on,
e.g. 1 hour or 2 hours on that task).
3. Begin with task #1. Take out only task #1 materials, and do that task or, work the time allotted.
4. When complete, put task #1 materials away and take out materials for task #2. Do it.
5. Mark line through each task when complete and put materials for that task away.
Yes, you will have interruptions, appointments, emergencies. Deal with them and get back to
the priority item you are on. Stay focused on one task at a time.
6. At the end of the day, add the undone tasks to the next day and repeat the plan next day.
Results: All of the corporation’s leaders used this plan with accountability. Their production
and profits soared. At the end of the year the president of the corporation wrote a check to the
efficiency engineer for $30,000.
This story illustrates the importance of determining priorities, working on one task at a time,
and staying focused. Adapt the plan to your situation as needed, but try it. It works, in any field, even
for women working in their homes!
III. Anger Management.
Anger is a problem in many churches, even with pastors. Peter apparently had some problem
with anger before Pentecost. A pastor gives up the right to “lose his temper” when he becomes a
pastor. A major qualification for elders (pastor) is to be filled with the Holy Spirit. The last fruit of the
Spirit is self control, which should preclude the loss of temper.
Alexander the Great (356-323 B.C.) conquered the known world of his generation, including
most of India; but was unable to conquer his own temper.
Cletus, a dear life-long friend of Alexander’s and a general in his army, became intoxicated and
ridiculed the emperor in front of his men. Blinded by anger, quick as lightning, Alexander snatched a
spear from a soldier and hurled it at Cletus. He had only intended to scare the drunken general, but his
aim was true and the spear took the life of his dear friend.
Following this experience, Alexander experienced deep remorse and depression but it was too
late. Can you conquer your anger? What about anger among your church members?
Is anger always sinful? This is a difficult question. The Bible says God is often angry. Psalm
7:11b says, “God is angry with the wicked every day.”
Even Jesus was sometimes angry. Mark 3:5 says, “And when He [Jesus] had looked around at
them with anger, being grieved by the hardness of their hearts,”
Though the word “anger” is not used in John 2:14-16, Jesus was apparently angry, “And He
[Jesus] found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the moneychangers doing
business. When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and
the oxen, and poured out the changers' money and overturned the tables. And He said to those who
sold doves, ‘Take these things away! Do not make My Father's house a house of merchandise!’"
Paul said in Ephesians 4:26-27, "Be angry, and do not sin: do not let the sun go down on your
wrath, nor give place to the devil.” Paul implies you can be angry without actually sinning.
James 1:19-20 says, “So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to
speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.”
23

Apparently anger is not sin when it is a righteous response to blasphemy against God or the
Holy things of God, but James still says “the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of
God.” Most “wrath of man” anger is our selfish response when our desires or rights have been
breached. So how do we get control of our temper? -By totally yielding ourselves to Jesus.
Jesus said in Luke 9:23, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow Me.” This is giving up our self-determination and our rights to Jesus. He said
anyone who wanted to follow Him was to” take up his cross daily.” Taking the cross is dying to self,
getting off the throne of our lives, and crowning Jesus as our Lord. He may be the only One who can
be angry and not sin.
Paul claimed the cross for his selfish nature in Galatians 2:20. "I have been crucified with
Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”
When you are angry, immediately ask yourself if this is selfish anger or righteous reaction to
blasphemy against God and His will. In either case, apply Luke 9:23 and Galatians 2:20.
Pray this prayer: “Lord, I give this all to You and claim the cross for my old nature. May my
reaction to this issue be controlled by your Holy Spirit. In Jesus name I pray, Amen.”
Practical Steps to Manage Anger
(Paraphrase of "The No-Cry Discipline Solution," by Elizabeth Pantley, Available from Amazon).
1. Stop. As you sense your control slipping--STOP. If you are in the middle of a sentence--STOP-don't even finish your thought, except perhaps to say, "I'm getting mad!" If you are moving--STOP
moving. This anger management technique of acknowledging anger and stopping yourself can be used
for all problems. It can be effective with everything from minor irritations that bring irrational anger to
major problems that require a clear head to solve.
2. Give yourself space. When you are angry, the LAST thing you need to do is stay engaged in the
situation that is making you mad--all that does is escalate your anger. Calmly move away from the
situation where you can have space to cool down.
3. Breathe deeply. This can help you with your internal, physical responses to anger. Your heart
rate is increased, your breathing is rapid, your face is flushed, or your voice is raised. The first step to
inner control is to breathe deeply. This allows your body to fill with oxygen and stop the adrenaline
rush that floods your body when you are angry. This extra oxygen flow will relax your body, calm
your breathing, slow your heart rate, and allow your brain to resume rational thought. Try counting or
repeating a calming word or phrase, such as "This too shall pass."
4. Analyze. Once you've calmed down, try to see what really happened. A good way to analyze
what happened is to imagine that it happened to someone else--your sister, your brother, or a friend.
Looking at the situation as an outsider might help you see the truth. You might more clearly
understand where your anger came from, or you may see that your reaction was way out of proportion.
5. Define the problem. After you have seen the situation more clearly, it is time to precisely define
the problem in exact words. It could help to write it out. See if you can come up with a description of
the problem in one or two sentences. Put it in clear, plain words that exactly state the real issue that
sparked your anger.
6. Solve. Once you've stated the problem, you can then consider options for solving it. You may
want to jot down several possible options on paper or talk about options with another adult. There's no
reason for you to make decisions in a vacuum. I guarantee that the problem you are dealing with is a
common one and there are lots of sources for solutions.
IV. Conflict Resolution.
After many years in the ministry, the author concluded that the greatest problem in churches is
the inability of Christians to get along with each other. When there is conflict or division in the church,
the Holy Spirit is grieved and all the ministries are greatly hindered.
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In virtually every human conflict both sides have at least some guilt. One side may be more at
fault in the original offense, but the other may react in sinful angry retaliation, or spreading gossip
about the offender, etc. Suppose you have a conflict. You may think it is 90% the other person’s fault
and only 10% yours. However, you are still responsible for repenting of your 10% and making it right.
Meanwhile, the other person likely thinks it is more your fault than his, so both are waiting for the
other to apologize.
Who is responsible to go to the other first? Jesus says both are responsible. In Matthew 5:2324, He commands the offender to go to the one he offended. However, in Matthew 18:15-17, He also
commands the one who is offended to go to the offender. So Jesus says either party in the conflict
who first becomes aware of the conflict is to go to the other and humbly seek to effect reconciliation.
We will look at these verses in more detail below.
It is helpful to recognize that both parties to a conflict are hurt and angry. They need help to
heal. Following are some principles Jesus gave us for dealing with conflict resolution.
First, Urge Both Sides to Practice Unilateral Forgiveness toward the other party in the
conflict. “Uni-lateral” means “one-sided.” In a war, sometimes there is a “unilateral cease-fire.” This
means one side stops shooting. Unilateral forgiveness is the most helpful Bible principle for conflict
resolution, but also the most difficult. It is also important to point out that unilateral forgiveness is only
the first step. Very often further dialog between the parties involved will still be needed to bring full
reconciliation.
Is unilateral forgiveness Scriptural? Yes. Sadly, most people wrongly think that you do not
have to forgive an offender until he apologizes and asks for forgiveness. Consider Mark 11:25-26:
Jesus said, "And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that
your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. But if you do not forgive, neither will
your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses."
There is no mention of an apology. While praying, you remember you have something against
someone. Jesus says, “Forgive him.” He implies here that your prayers are not acceptable until you
forgive the one who offended you. Forgive as soon as you can, and then God will receive your prayers.
While it is important for you to apologize when you have offended others, you must not wait
for an apology to forgive those who offend you.
Did Jesus practice unilateral forgiveness? Yes! The first words He spoke from the cross were,
“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do (Luke 23:34).” Those responsible for crucifying
Jesus had not apologized, but He had a unilateral forgiving attitude toward them anyway. No, they
were not saved yet, Jesus still loved them and offered unilateral forgiveness. So must we.
In most cases when someone hurts us we either retaliate or bottle it up in bitterness. (Neither is
in our best interest).
“Amos and Andy” was a popular mid-twentieth century radio program in America. These two
men ran a small country store. In one program a big man named Kingfish would slap Andy across the
chest every time they met. It was his manner of greeting, but he underestimated his strength and it
became very irritating to Andy. In sharing with Amos, Andy said, “Now I’m ready for Kingfish. I put a
stick of dynamite in my vest pocket. Next time he slaps my chest, he will get his hand blown off.”
We smile at such foolishness, knowing that Andy will hurt himself far more than he will hurt
the big man; however, we do the same thing when we harbor anger or resentment toward someone who
has hurt us. How long will you wait for them to apologize before forgiving them?
Early Christians practiced unilateral forgiveness. Stephen, the first deacon (Acts 6:5) preached
a mighty sermon in Acts 7. His hearers were so convicted that they cast him out of the city and began
to stone him (Acts 7:59). As they were stoning Stephen, “…he kneeled down and cried with a loud
voice, ‘Lord, lay not this sin to their charge (Acts 7:60)’”.
With great interest we note in Acts 7:55 that Stephen “…saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing on the right hand of God.” Everywhere else in the Scripture, after His ascension, Jesus sat at
the right hand of God. Only here does He stand. Many believe Jesus stood to give honor and approval
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to Stephen, the first recorded Christian martyr, who died practicing unilateral forgiveness toward those
who stoned him.
Larry Christenson, in his book The Renewed Mind, amplifies this scene imaginatively:
“Picture the Lord, standing up, looking over the parapet of heaven, saying, ‘Who is this that My
servant is forgiving? I must go to that man, and go to that man He did, -to Saul of Tarsus (Acts 7:58).
Could it be that Stephen’s witness and prayer of unilateral forgiveness for his murderers led to the
conversion of Saul of Tarsus?’” Paul later prayed a similar prayer of unilateral forgiveness in 2
Timothy 4:16.
For those who just can’t forgive offenders, consider this. For many years there was a
syndicated counseling column in many U.S. newspapers called Ann Landers. People would send her
questions to answer in her column. She consistently counseled people to forgive and forget offenses
from others. Here is one of her columns, used by permission of Field Enterprise, Chicago, Illinois:
DEAR ANN LANDERS:
You must be made of stone. You tell every wronged husband or wife, daughter or son,
sweetheart, friend or neighbor to forgive and forget. Did it ever occur to you that some people just
can’t? They are too deeply hurt; too badly damaged. Please pull your head out of the sand or the clouds
or wherever it is, and use it to think with. It’s preposterous to expect mere mortals to behave like
saints.
–Made the Scene
DEAR SCENE:
For those of you who don’t like my advice to forgive and forget, here’s an alternative:
Don’t forgive and forget. Keep alive every agonizing tortuous detail of the past. Talk about it.
Cry a lot and feel sorry for yourself. Lose weight and look haggard. Friends will worry about you.
Build an ulcer. Get a migraine. Break a leg …anything to create pain and serve as a reminder of what
that dirty louse did to you.
If you follow this advice, you are sure to end up miserable, sick, bitter and alone.
-Ann Landers
Second, Apologize When You Hurt Others. In Matthew 5:23-24 Jesus says, "Therefore if
you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave
your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come
and offer your gift.” He said leave your gift at the altar, go and resolve the conflict. This could be
either a private prayer altar or a public worship service. In either case, Jesus implies your worship,
gifts, and prayers are not acceptable if you have a broken relationship you have not tried to resolve.
Why else would He command us to leave that prayer or altar, be reconciled and then come back to
worship?
Just a word about apologies. When you apologize, do not justify yourself or blame the one you
offended for provoking your actions. That might be needed in later dialogs but the purpose of this
apology is simply to admit where you were wrong (even 10%) and ask their forgiveness. Consider this
kind of wording. “I was wrong in what I said or did (be specific). I have asked God to forgive me. Will
you please forgive me as well?”
Third, Change Yourself before expecting others to change. In Matthew 7:1, Jesus said, “Judge
not, that you be not judged…” He continues in verse 5, “Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.”
You can rarely change others until you change yourself. If you forgive others without waiting
for an apology, sincerely apologize for your wrongs, and make good changes in your life, it will not go
unnoticed. Others will notice and best of all, God will notice and bless you.
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Proverbs 16:7 says, “When a man's ways please the LORD, He makes even his enemies to be at
peace with him.” When you humble yourself, God gives you grace to see the problem more honestly.
Suppose you apply these steps above, and the conflict is still not resolved?
Fourth, Humbly Confront Those Who Offend You.
A. Go to the Offender Alone. Jesus said in Matthew 18:15, “Moreover if your brother sins
against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained
your brother.”
Notice Jesus says go to the offender alone first; not gossiping to others about it. This works best
if you have already dealt with your anger by forgiving the offender unilaterally, confessed your own
sins to God, apologized as God leads and prayed much before going to the offender. Your objective
must not be to punish the offender, but to effect reconciliation.
Consider this suggested wording: “I really care about our friendship, but there are some
problems. Could we talk about it? Did you say …..? or do…..?” (Fill in the blank). Confirm your
information. It could be wrong. Give them the benefit of the doubt. Listen carefully without
interrupting them or arguing. If you have already forgiven them and your true motive is reconciliation,
you will not be angry.
If they admit it and apologize, you have gained your brother. If they bring up something you
did to provoke them, apologize. In any event, approach them in humility, not anger, and pray you can
avoid more argument.
B. Take One or Two With You. If he refuses to be reconciled, Jesus gives a second step in
verse 16, “But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that by the mouth of two or three
witnesses every word may be established.” The author suggests these witnesses be peacemakers,
respected by the offender. Remember, your motive must be reconciliation, not punishment.
C. Take It to the Church. If they still refuse reconciliation Jesus gives a third step in verse 17,
“And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him
be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.”
Jesus is saying broken relationships in the church are unacceptable. If a clearly identified
offender is unwilling to repent, Jesus said he to be excluded from the church. This is not so much to
punish him as it is to protect the church from harmful division. Hopefully, the offender will repent, be
forgiven, and help resolve the conflict for the sake of the health and effectiveness of the church.
Remember, whoever becomes aware there is a broken relationship is to take the initiative to
resolve it. Neither is justified to wait for the other to initiate the reconciliation. Apply these principles
of conflict resolution in the spirit of humility. They will work because they were given by Jesus. He
will bless them with His Spirit.

Take Conflicts to the Cross. The author has used the figure at left in
marriage counseling. The “H” = the Husband and the “W” = the wife. The
stars are conflicts between them. The counselor guides them to focus on
Jesus and the cross. Talk about His suffering for our sins. Urge each person
to temporarily stop focusing on the conflicts in the marriage and focus on his
own sins and drawing as near to Jesus as he can. The closer both people get
to Jesus and His cross, the closer they will be to each other.
This also can help with conflicts in your church. Preach more about the
sacrificial death of Jesus and call people to draw near to Him. God may use
this to help bring your people together and give them power to resolve
conflicts. Again, the closer they get to Jesus and His cross, the closer they
will be to each other. John 12:32-33 can also be applied here.
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A Summary of Motivational Principles: Several of these ideas have been mentioned in our
leadership and Great Commission sections above, so will be repetitious. However, considering the
repetition in the Gospels and Epistles, and the great need for greater motivation in the church, it
seemed appropriate to give a summary of motivational principles here.
1. Worship Is a Great Motivator for Faithfulness to God. After the author had been in
pastoral ministry for more than twenty years, he went back to seminary for more training. One of his
major research projects was on motivation, considering both secular and religious authorities. His
conclusion was that the greatest principle for motivating people is true worship. When God shows up
people are awakened to action. In Psalm 22:3 David spoke of God, “But thou art holy, O thou that
inhabitest the praises of Israel” (KJV). When God is truly honored in worship, He shows up at the
service.
Notice the disciples worshipped Jesus just before He gave them the Great commission (Matt.
28:17-20). Another example of worship motivation is found in the call of Isaiah. In Isaiah 6:1-8, Isaiah
experienced great worship in the temple. He saw the Lord high and lifted up. The temple was filled
with smoke, and the building shook. After he got right with God in this divine encounter, he heard God
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?"(vs. 8). Isaiah was motivated by this high
worship experience to answer, ‘Here am I! Send me."
If you want to motivate your people, have high quality worship services and pray God will
show up. An encounter with the living God motivates people more than anything anyone else can say
or do to motivate them.
2. The Cross of Jesus Is Another Primary Motivator. At first the author had the love of God
here, but the cross is the greatest expression of God’s love for us. It is virtually impossible to separate
the love of God from the cross. We have already shared the centrality of the cross in drawing people to
Jesus in salvation. The cross also draws Christians closer to Jesus and motivates them to serve Him
more faithfully. Paul was greatly motivated by the cross. For example, he said in 2 Corinthians 5:14,
“For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 15 and
He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for
them and rose again.” His motivation by the cross was also shown in Galatians 6:14, “But God forbid
that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified
to me, and I to the world.” Make much of the cross. It will greatly motivate you and also your people
to love and serve God.
3. The Filling and Re-filling of the Holy Spirit Motivates Christians. In Acts 1:8 Jesus said
to His disciples, "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall
be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." They were
filled with the Holy Spirit in Acts 2, and regularly thereafter. They were to be filled with the Holy
Spirit, not just once, but daily.
4. The Word of God Motivates People to Faithfulness. Paul says in 2 Tim 3:16, “All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work.”
Motivation involves reproof, correction and equipping. It is not enough to tell people what they
should do. Show them how to do it by your example, and teach them how to fulfill that responsibility.
Jesus said “teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you.” Implied in these words is
the word “how” to do what Jesus commanded (Matthew 28:20a). Paul also tells Timothy, “Preach the
word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and
teaching” (2 Tim 4:2). Preaching the word motivates people to obey God.
5. Fellowship of the Church is Motivational. In every culture parents worry about their
children having the wrong kinds of friends drawing them into sinful activities. In America we call this
“peer-pressure,” and it is often harmful. However, the church can, and should be “positive peerpressure.” As we have close association with others who believe the Bible, live faithful lives, pray, and
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minister to one another, they motivate us to stand together in our values and faithfulness to God. That
is one of the primary purposes God has for the church. We encourage one another. This fellowship
builds a team spirit that motivates us to faithfulness.
6. Teaching Each Christian His Motivational Spiritual Gift. We discussed these
motivational Spiritual gifts in a previous section. It is amazing how this can motivate Christians to
faithful Spirit-empowered service.
7. Motivation of Bible Prophecy. Apparently, God intended Bible prophecy, particularly
about the imminent return of our Lord Jesus Christ, to be a great motivating force in the church. Onefourth of the Bible is given to prophecy (including prophecy already fulfilled). 1845 times in the Bible
(Old and New Testaments) God mentions the second coming of Christ, not counting the prophecies of
His first coming. 316 of these references to the second coming of Christ are in the New Testament.
Seven of ten chapters in the New Testament refer directly or indirectly to the second coming of Christ.
Here are some of the ways Bible prophecy motivates people:
The possible imminent return of Jesus motivates the lost to be saved. Matthew 24:44 says,
“Therefore be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh.” Five times
the New Testament refers to Christ coming as a thief without any warning (Matt. 24:43; 1 Thes. 5:2; 2
Peter 3:10; Rev. 3:3; and Rev. 16:15). Jesus could come at any time. Psalm 90:10 suggests a life
expectancy of 70 years. Many postpone making a decision to be saved because they think they have
plenty of time later. If you are one of these, the imminent return of Jesus is a warning. You may not
have tomorrow! If you are lost, accept Christ NOW!!! Christ may come today. Are you ready?
The imminent return of Jesus motivates faithful Christian living. John says, “And now, little
children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before
Him at His coming” (1 John 2:28). He continues, “Beloved, now are we the sons of God: and it doth
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we
shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure” (I
John 3:2-3).
The possible imminent return of Christ specifically motivates Christians to witness to the lost.
We all have lost loved ones and friends who need to be saved. How long do we have to win them?
8. Christians are motivated to faithfulness by the promised rewards Jesus will bring at His
return. Jesus said, “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one
according to his work” (Rev. 22:12).
9. Approval and Encouragement from the Leaders and the Congregation. Although our
motives should be to please God, leaders should affirm and encourage their people. When someone
does a good job, commend them. Say an honest “Well done.” “I appreciate your faithfulness.” It is
important to express thanks. The author, when serving as a pastor, sent church members thank you
notes, adding at the end Hebrews 6:10, “For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love
which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.”
10. Accountability for Possible Failure. Hebrews 13:17 says, “Obey those who rule over
you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them
do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.”
God says the elders will give an account to Him, but He also commands the Christians in a
church to be accountable to their elders. When Church members have accepted delegated
responsibilities, they must be accountable to their leaders. Good leaders must follow up and ask
members whether they have fulfilled their responsibilities. When Christians know their leaders will be
asking for an account, they are more likely to be faithful. God uses both the promise of crowns and the
loss of rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ to motivate us. We must use all means God has given us
to fulfill His Great Commission. Christian leadership is influencing and motivating God’s people to do
more of God’s will in God’s way than they would have. The author challenges you to be a Christian
leader for His glory. May God help you do it! Amen.
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Chapter 7. God’s Plan for Financing His Church
The gospel is free, but the church needs money to carry out The Great Commission. God’s plan
for financing His kingdom work on earth is for every Christian to give 1/10 th , or a tithe, of his income
through his local church. In this session we will look at several Bible passages on God’s plan for
Church Finance:
I. Abraham Was the First Recorded Tither. Genesis 14:18-20, “Then Melchizedek king of
Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High. 19 And he blessed him and
said: ‘Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 and blessed be God
Most High. Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.’ And he [Abram] gave him a tithe of all”
(literally, 1/10th part).
Who is this Melchizedek? The answer is found in Hebrews 7:1-4, “For this Melchizedek, king
of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings
and blessed him, 2 to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated ‘king of
righteousness,’ and then also king of Salem, meaning ‘king of peace,’ 3 without father, without mother,
without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God,
remains a priest continually. 4 Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch
Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils.”
Melchizedek is a pre-incarnation appearance of Jesus Christ. Who else fits this description?
“without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life,
but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually” (vs. 3).” (Note: This is referring to Jesus
long before He came into the world and was born of Mary).
If God has Abraham give tithes to Jesus, doesn’t that make it a New Testament plan as well as
an Old Testament plan?
II. Jacob Gave God One Tenth of His Increase. Genesis 28, beginning in verse 10 we are
told Jacob left Beersheba for Haran to get away from his brother, Esau, and to find a wife. That night
he had a dream of a ladder reaching to heaven with angels ascending and descending. God appeared to
him above the ladder and spoke to him, passing the covenant of Abraham & Isaac to him.
We begin reading with Jacob’s response in Genesis 28: 20-22, “Then Jacob made a vow,
saying, ‘If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and
clothing to put on, 21 so that I come back to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God.
22
And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God’s house, and of all that You give me I will
surely give a tenth to You.’”
The revelation of the tithe to both Abraham and Jacob preceded the law given to Moses in the
book of Exodus. God’s plan has not changed. It is still that every believer give the first tenth of his
income to God for His kingdom work.
III. The Tithe in the Law. Leviticus 27:30 says, “And all the tithe of the land, whether of the
seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s. It is holy to the Lord.”
If the tithe ever was the Lord’s, it still is. Should we give less under grace in the New
Testament than under law? This question is especially profound in light of the cross. The difference is
that under grace we should begin with the tithe, or 1/10th , and give more because we love Jesus, and
believe in the ministries of the church, and especially The Great Commission.
IV. The Tithe in Malachi 3:8-12, “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed me! But you
say, ‘In what way have we robbed you?’ In tithes and offerings. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you
have robbed Me, even this whole nation. 10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be
food in My house, and try me now in this,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘if I will not open for you the
windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it.
11
And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground,
nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,’ says the Lord of hosts; 12 ‘And all nations will
call you blessed, for you will be a delightful land,’ says the Lord of hosts.”
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God calls those who fail to tithe robbers, and under His curse. However, He promises to pour out a
blessing on all who will tithe, that they won’t have room to receive it! Do you believe Him? Those
who tithe have God’s protection on their crops, and blessings on their harvest (vs. 11). 9/10 ths with the
blessing of God will result in more than 10/10 ths on your own and in disobedience.
V. Teachings of Jesus on Giving:
1. Jesus Approved the Tithe. Matthew 23:23: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin [smallest seeds], and have neglected the weightier
matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, [tithe] without leaving
the others undone.” Jesus said “you ought to tithe.” He is clearly re-confirming the tithe as God’s plan
for financing His kingdom in the New Testament also.
2. Jesus Encouraged Eternal Investments in Matthew 6:19-21: “Do not lay up for yourselves
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in
and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” How do you lay up treasure in
heaven? -By giving your tithe and offerings in money, but also in faithful service. It is not giving either
money or service. It is both. (See also Luke 6:38).
3. Jesus Promised Rewards for Giving in Matthew 19:27-29: “Then Peter answered and said to
Him, ‘See, we have left all and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?’ 28 So Jesus said to them,
‘Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory,
you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And
everyone who has left house or brothers or sisters or fathers or mother or wife or children or lands, for
My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life.’”
Jesus said His followers would receive a “hundredfold” return for their investment. That was
not 100% interest, which would be getting 2 for one on your investment. It is a return of 100 times
more than your investment. Example: Give $1 USD (or other currency) and get $100 USD (or other
currency) back in return. That is 10,000 % interest. Do you know any banks or stocks with that kind of
return? Some might be saying, “Yes, but that is all in heaven.” Even if that were so, is that bad?
However, look in the parallel passage in Luke 18:30 describing the same event. Jesus said those
following Him will “receive many times more in this present time, and in the age to come eternal life.”
VII. Paul’s Teaching on Giving. 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 says, “But this I say: He who sows
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each
one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.
8
And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all
things, may have an abundance for every good work.”
VIII. Financial Principles for Handling Money in the Local Church:
1. Receive an Offering Each Sunday as an Act of Worship. 1 Corinthians 16:2 says, “On the
first day of the week [Sunday] let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he
may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.”
2. Offerings Should be Counted and Certified by at Least Two Trusted Church Members.
Those counting the offerings must not tell others how much each person gives or doesn’t give. Jesus
said in Matthew 6:3-4, “But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand
is doing that your alms may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will repay you.”
3. A Church Treasurer Should Be Selected. The treasurer is to make bank deposits, or in some
way keep church funds secure, and make church funds available as the church and elders direct.
Careful records should be kept with regular reports to the elders and the church.
4. A Finance Committee Should Be Selected to Oversee the Church Finances. This committee
should include at least one elder, the church treasurer, and a few other trusted members of the church.
5. Work Out a Budget. A budget is simply a plan for how the church funds will be spent which is
agreed to by the church. Paul taught that the elder who serves full time should be supported financially
by the local church so that he can give his full time to ministry. 1 Timothy 5:17-18 says,
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“Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in
the word and doctrine.18 For the Scripture says, ‘You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the
grain,’ and, ‘The laborer is worthy of his wages.’" Other church expenses could include building
expenses, such as for a new building or rental, for mats or chairs, covering tarps, music helps, Bibles,
training materials, and ministries to children and youth.
The church budget should also include helping widows, orphans, and the poor. Acts 6 seems to
assign this to the deacons. This frees the elders for spiritual ministries as indicated in Acts 6:4, where
the elders said, "but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word."
6. Each Church Should Budget 1/10th or 10% of undesignated offerings to missions beyond
their church field, such as planting new churches. The author suggests you call this “The Great
Commission Fund.”
Just as individuals should give 1/10th of their income to the church, every church should set
aside 1/10th of undesignated offerings to this “Great Commission Fund.” i.e. to reach beyond their local
church field to the next town, the next state, and even to other countries. This could include travel
expense for elders or lay-volunteers to go to the next town and preach or lead a Bible study.
Undesignated offerings are the general tithes/offerings not designated for a building or specifically for
orphans, etc.
It is very important that each church become self-supporting and, in fact, participate in giving
to carry out The Great Commission. This is God’s will for every church. May God help you plant and
build churches which follow God’s financial plan. Amen.
Here’s a special word to pastors, elders, and deacons regarding giving their tithe: Some
pastors/elders and or leaders say, “I can’t afford to give a tithe of my income, but I give extra time and
service instead.”
That is not acceptable to God. He expects all of us to be full-time servants wherever we are and
tithe also. God can not use robbers to lead His church. If you do not give your tithe, neither will your
people, and your church will not prosper financially. Just obey God and trust Him to provide your
financial needs. He is able. This is not primarily about raising money. It is about whether we will
believe God’s word, obey Him and trust Him. It is proof of our faith.
Decision #5: Commitment to Tithe.
Suggested Prayer: “Dear Lord, I hereby commit (or re-commit) myself (Repeat) to give at
least 1/10th of my income (Repeat) to You through my church, (Repeat) and lead others in my church
to tithe as well (Repeat). In Jesus Name, Amen (Repeat).
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Chapter 8. Help for Winning People to Jesus
His Last Command Should Be Our First Priority. Matthew 28:19, Jesus said, "Go therefore
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit,”
We are commanded to take the gospel to a lost world, but we can not save anyone. Jesus said
“No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last
day” (John 6:44). We must depend on the Holy Spirit to use our testimony and our witness of the
gospel to bring conviction of sin and draw them to Jesus. He especially uses the cross to draw people
to salvation.
Remember also that we are not called to criticize other religions or even other denominations.
We must follow Paul’s example: “For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus
Christ and Him crucified” (1Corinthians 2:2).
I. Make Spiritual Preparation by:
- Confessing your sins and being right with God and others.
- Praying for and receiving the fresh filling of the Holy Spirit.
- Identifying and praying for the specific lost people you hope to win.
II. Prepare Your Personal Salvation Testimony.
1. Why Prepare Your Testimony? Jesus said in Acts 1:8, "But you shall receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 1 Peter 3:15 says, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts,
and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in
you, with meekness and fear;”
We are commanded to be witnesses concerning Jesus in our lives. What is a “witness? In a
court of law a witness must only tell what he saw, heard or experienced. Reporting what others
experienced is excluded. The first century Christians spent a lot of time simply telling what Jesus had
done for them.
2. Example of John and the Apostles, 1 John 1:3, “That which we have seen and heard we
declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father
and with His Son Jesus Christ.” Paul often shared his salvation testimony of his conversion on the
road to Damascus, recorded in Acts 9:1-20. He shared this testimony in Acts 22:4-16 and Acts 26:1219. You cannot tell someone how to get somewhere you’ve never been. So, a primary witness in soulwinning is to be prepared to give a brief but clear testimony of your salvation experience.
3. How to Prepare Your Salvation Testimony. Write out the following:
 Life before I became a Christian (just a brief description).


What God used to show me I needed to be saved (who, what or how?).



When and how I became a Christian (more than baptism or joining the church).



How God has confirmed my salvation, i.e. Bible verses, changes or Holy Spirit, etc.

4. Getting Started. Introduce yourself and anyone else with you. Get their name and call them
by name often during the conversation. Find out about them with non-threatening questions. This
acrostic F O R M helps: Family, Occupation (school), Religious background, Message.
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5. Giving Your Testimony: “May I share with you the greatest thing that ever happened to
me?” How can they refuse that? No one can contradict your testimony. You should be excited
about it! If not, check to see if it’s real. Keep your testimony relatively brief, but include the
plan of salvation. Give all glory to God (no bragging on ourselves). You should be able to give
a testimony like this in five minutes. Ideally, your personal testimony should be like salt,
making the other person thirsty for more. Show that you know you are saved and going to
heaven.
End testimony with this question, “Would you like to know how that could happen to you?”
III. Be Ready to Share the Plan of Salvation: We call this the Roman Road to Heaven (Memorize
these verses: Romans 3:23, 6:23, 5:8, 10:9-10 and 13).
GUILTY. -Romans 3:23 says, “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” To sin is
to disobey the laws of God; such as telling a lie, stealing, disobeying parents, your boss on the job, or
government laws. Have you sinned? I have. Whether you admit it or not, the Bible says you also have
sinned. Everyone is guilty of sin. (Get some feed-back from them here). Why is this a problem?
CONDEMNED. -Romans 6:23a says, “The wages of sin is death;” What are wages? What
you get for your work. It also describes the results, or consequences, of your actions. The Bible says
that the consequence of sin is death. This is not just talking about physical death and a funeral. This is
spiritual death, separation from God and heaven. The Bible says your sins will cause you to end up in
hell, a place of eternal fire and suffering. God does not want you to go to hell. Here’s the good news:
GOD’S GIFT. Romans 6:23b says, “But the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.” We all like gifts. Paul says God has a gift for you, eternal life. That includes forgiveness
and heaven when we die! What a wonderful gift. How do you get this gift? “Through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.” You must believe Jesus Christ is God, who became a human being, lived a perfect life, died on
the cross for your sins, and arose from the dead. After ascending back to heaven, Jesus sent His Spirit
to save and guide us. Do you believe that?
Being saved is really that simple, believing God’s offer and receiving the gift of His Son, Jesus
Christ as your personal Lord and Savior.
THE CROSS. Romans 5:8. “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” The Bible says that Jesus is the only human being who ever lived
in this world without sin. Since He had no sin, His death on the cross could count as payment for our
sins if we receive Him as our Savior. His gift includes forgiveness for our sins, because He paid for
them on the cross. Look at the last part of this verse again, “Christ died for us.” He died in our place on
the cross, taking our punishment for our sins. Here, briefly describe the cross of Jesus just in your own
words. Examples: Jesus was:
-Scourged, -took our whipping.
-Took a crown of thorns
-Carried the cross.
- Was nailed to the cross, -pouring out His blood for our sins!
It is very important to simply describe the cross. As people visualize Jesus on the cross for
them, He promised to draw them to Himself (John 12:32-33). Say, “Jesus did this for you!”
HOW TO BE SAVED! Romans 10:9-10 says, “…if you confess with your mouth the Lord
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with
the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”
Confess with your mouth, “Jesus as your Lord.” Now this is not a casual decision. When you
confess Jesus as your Lord, you are consciously recognizing Him as your supreme God. Do not
criticize other religions or denominations. Just exalt Jesus and His cross.
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Becoming a Christian is trusting Jesus Christ to forgive and save you forever. Not the church,
or the pastor or baptism or communion (mass). It is more than head belief of facts. It is heart belief (vs.
10) that Jesus loves you and died for your sins. You ask, “How can I be sure Jesus will accept me?”
WHOEVER INCLUDES YOU. Romans 10:13 says, “For whoever calls on the name of the
LORD shall be saved." Does “whoever” include you? Yes, regardless of your race, language, religious
background, or even bad sins. Jesus knows all about your sins and loves you still. This verse says
“whoever calls on Him shall be saved.” Will you call on Jesus as your Lord right now?
May I pray for you? Pray for them by name and invite them to pray with you, either in their
own words, or to pray after you the following prayer:
SUGGESTED PRAYER: If you will receive Jesus as Savior, pray this prayer after me:
“Dear Lord Jesus Christ, (Pause for them to repeat) I believe you are the supreme God.
(Repeat) I believe you died for me on the cross (Repeat) and rose from the dead. (Repeat) Please come
into my life as my supreme Lord (Repeat). Forgive all my sins and make me a Christian! (Repeat) I
give you the rest of my life. (Repeat) Please make it what you want it to be. (Repeat) I pray this in
Your name Lord Jesus. Amen!” (Repeat)
ASSURANCE. If they pray to receive Christ, ask them if they really meant it with all their
heart. If they answer yes, ask them if they believe Jesus came into their heart. If yes, then ask where is
He right now? (In my soul!) Do you believe that? If you have Jesus, you are saved and going to
heaven. Welcome to God’s family!
WOULD YOU LIKE TO THANK JESUS FOR SAVING YOU?
Repeat after me: “Thank you Lord Jesus, (Repeat) for dying on the cross for me. (Repeat)
Thank you for coming into my heart, (Repeat) forgiving my sins and making me a Christian. (Repeat)
Please help me live for you. (Repeat) I pray in Your name Lord Jesus, Amen.” (Repeat).
Follow-up. If they do not have a Bible, get them one, or at least a Gospel of John. Encourage
them to read the Gospel of John. Either meet with them or assign them to another Christian to meet
with them, read the Bible and pray together. Answer their questions. Encourage them to share their
new faith with others. Explain that they need to get into a church, confess Jesus publicly and be
baptized, explaining water baptism. Follow-up is very important.
IV. Further Help for Reaching Special Groups:
WITNESSING TO HINDU PEOPLE:. This manual was prepared for ministry in India, which is
75% Hindu. Accordingly, efforts have been made to adapt it to Hindu culture. This does not mean you
will see much said about Hinduism. That is intentional because the author teaches that we should not
criticize any other religion. However, understanding a few very general Hindu beliefs could help us
witness to them. A primary teaching of Hinduism is re-incarnation, which teaches that you keep
coming back in re-incarnations based on your karma until you get it right. In that unlikely event, you
would be absorbed into God with undefined conscious existence. This virtually excludes any clear
concept of heaven or hell. However, they all have a desire to live forever in a better place.
Give them the good news that God loves them and wants a personal relationship with them. He proved
that when He sent his only begotten son Jesus Christ to die on the cross for their sins. By repenting and
believing in Him they can have eternal life in heaven with conscious joy and fellowship forever! Of
course, that is the same gospel we share with anyone else. Right?!
WITNESSING TO ROMAN CATHOLIC BACKGTROUND PEOPLE: . It is estimated that
almost three-fourths of those who claim to be Christians in India are Roman Catholic. However, most
of them are trusting the sacraments and are taught that they will all spend an unknown amount of time
in purgatory before getting to heaven and can not know how long you will spend in purgatory until the
judgment.
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Here are some encouraging words for witnessing to people of Roman Catholic background. The heart
of the good news is that Jesus died for all our sins. If Jesus died for all our sins, why do we have to pay
for any of them in Purgatory? If we trust Him and His cross, He gives us eternal life and we can know
we will go straight to heaven when we die! This is in their Apostle’s Creed, but they just don’t teach it.
For example, most of our Roman Catholic friends have memorized the Apostle’s Creed, and recite it
often. It may be useful to explain the gospel from their creed, at least to get their attention.
Apostles Creed: “I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; and in Jesus
Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary;
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell; t he third
day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.”
This is starting with something they know, and applying it to their lives spiritually. Otherwise,
the gospel is the same for Roman Catholics as for anyone else.
WITNESSING TO JEWISH BACKGROUND PEOPLE:

THE JERUSALEM ROAD TO HEAVEN.
(Primary Scriptures from Jewish Tanakh except fulfillment in New Covenant Scriptures)
1. THERE IS NONE WITHOUT SIN.
Psalm 14:3, “They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth
good, no, not one”
Psalm 53:2-3, “God looks down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there is any who
understand, who seek God. Every one of them has turned aside; they have together be come
corrupt; there is none who does good, No, not one.”
To sin is to disobey the laws of God; lying, stealing, disobedience of parents, government, God.
Have you sinned? ____ Yes; No____,
2. GOOD DEEDS CANNOT PURIFY.
Isaiah 64:6, “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags;
and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.”
Regardless of how much good you do, it will not wash away your sins. What do you do about
sin?
3. GOD REQUIRES A BLOOD SACRIFICE.
Leviticus 17:11, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar
to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.”
Since the Temple was destroyed in 70 CE, there have been no Temple blood sacrifices. God
requires a blood sacrifice for forgiveness. Where can you find an acceptable blood sacrifice for
your sins?
4. MESSIAH YESHUA DIED FOR YOUR SINS...
Isaiah 53:4-5, “Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem Him
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we
are healed.”
Yeshua, God’s Messiah, died on the tree at Passover for your sins. He was scourged with 39
lashes of a Roman whip. A crown of thorns was placed on His head. He was nailed to the tree,
-pouring out His blood for our sins!
5. APPLY THE BLOOD OF THE MESSIAH TO YOUR LIFE.
Exodus 12:21-23, “Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out
and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the Passover. And ye shall take a bunch
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of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the two side posts
with the blood that is in the basin; and none of you shall go out at the door of his house until the
morning. For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he sees the blood
upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer
the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.”
The children of Israel had to apply the blood of the sacrificial lamb to their own door. Just so,
you must apply the blood of God’s Messiah to your life personally. Receive & apply the blood
of Yeshua for your sins and ask Him to forgive you and redeem you.
6. SAFETY, REFUGE, AND FORGIVENESS ARE AVAILABLE IN GOD’S MESSIAH .
WHO IS THIS MESSIAH? Yeshua fulfilled God’s promises of a redeeming Messiah:
-Born of a virgin. Isaiah 7:14 “…Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.” (Matthew 1:18-25, and Luke 1:26-35).
-Born in Bethlehem, city of David. - Micah 5:2, "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are
little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler
in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting."
-Slain for our sins. Isaiah 53:5, “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for
our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.”
-Resurrected from the dead. Psalm 16:10, “For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You
allow Your Holy One to see corruption.” Isa. 53:10b; Matt. 28:5-6, 1 Cor 15:3-8
-Isaiah 1:18, "Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are
like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as
wool.”
Being saved is really that simple, receiving Yeshua as your Messiah and only Savior.
-Isaiah 55:6 -7 “Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near. Let the
wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD,
And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.”
-Joel 2:32, “And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.
For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, as the LORD has said, among
the remnant whom the LORD calls.” *
-Does “whoever” include you? Yes, regardless of your race, national origin, or bad sins. You
may have broken all the commandments and done shameful crimes. This verse says “whoever
calls on Him will be saved.” Will you call on Yeshua as your Messiah right now?
Suggested Redemption Prayer: If you want Yeshua as your savior, repeat this prayer:
“Dear Adonai Yeshua (Repeat) I believe in You as my Messiah. (Repeat) I believe You died
for me at Passover and rose from the dead. (Repeat) Please come into my life as my Messiah Savior.
(Repeat) Forgive all my sins. (Repeat) I give You the rest of my life. (Repeat) Please make it what
you want it to be. (Repeat) I pray this in Your name Adonai Yeshua. Amen!”
Assurance. Did you pray to receive Yeshua as your Messiah? Did you really mean it with all
your heart? If yes, can you believe the Spirit of Yeshua came into your heart? If so, “where is
He right now?” (In my soul or heart!) Do you believe that? If you have Yeshua, you are saved
and going to heaven. Congratulations! Welcome to God’s family!
Suggested thank You prayer: Would you like to thank Yeshua for saving you? Repeat this prayer:
“Thank you Adonai Yeshua, for dying on the tree for me. (Repeat) Thank you for coming into my
heart, (Repeat), forgiving my sins (Repeat), and making me a believer with eternal life. (Repeat)
Please help me live for you (Repeat). I pray this in Your name, Adonai Yeshua, Amen.” (Repeat).
Follow-up. Get them a copy of the New Covenant Scriptures, or a portion. Help them begin
reading the Gospel of John. Find a more mature believer in Yeshua to help them learn more
about Yeshua. Meet with other believers so they can grow in new joy and peace and tell others.
You can pray directly to God in Yeshua’s name. Attend a Messianic congregation. Confess
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Yeshua publicly. Yeshua commanded believers to be baptized by immersion and become a part
of a Messianic congregation of believers in Yeshua. Again, the gospel is the same for Jews as
for anyone else.
*Note: Yeshua fulfilled hundreds of other Tanakh Scriptures as well.
Credit: We have used most of THE JERUSALEM ROAD TO HEAVEN, designed and copyrighted
by IBJM, PO Box 1386, Hixon, TN 37343. Author has added most of the portions in italics.
------------------------------------WITNESSING
TO MUSLIM
BACKGROUND
PEOPLE: We
have a separate
seminar which we
call The Camel
Method of
Witnessing to
Muslims. The
CAMEL acrostic in
the figure here,
(Designed by an
employee of IMB,
Inc.), is built on the
English word for
CAMEL, with a
point for each of
the following all
cap English words:
The Muslim Qu’ran says that Mary was CHOSEN to be the virgin mother of a son named Isa (Jesus)
who was called the Messiah. It was announced by the ANGELS. Isa would perform MIRACLES,
including healing lepers, the blind, and even raising the dead. Isa would come from Allah, would die
and rise again, and was ETERNAL. He would conquer death by rising back to LIFE and ascending
back to heaven. Do you want to go to paradise? Isa came from paradise, did miracles, conquered death,
ascended back to paradise. Who has the power to get you to paradise?
The Muslim holy book is called the Qu’ran or Koran. It has much to say about Jesus, which translates
into Arabic as Isa. The books in the Qu’ran are called surahs, and the verses are called ayats. The third
book (surah) of the Qu’ran is known as Al Imran. Of course no camel has three humps but the three
humps on this camel reminds us of the three major headings of this Seminar:
Al-Imran 3:42 through 55 tells more about Jesus than any other section of the Qu’ran: Read it here:
42 Behold! The angels said: “O Mary! Allah hath chosen thee and purified thee - chosen thee above
the women of all nations.”
43 O Mary! Worship Thy Lord devoutly: Prostrate thyself, and bow down (in prayer) with those who
bow down.”
44 This is the announcement relating to the unseen which we reveal to you; and you were not with
them when they cast their pen (to decide) which of them should have Maryam in his charge, and you
were not with them when they contended one with another.
45 When the angels said: O Maryam, surely Allah gives you good news with a word from Him (of
one) whose name is the Messiah, “Isa son of Maryam, worthy of regard in this world and the hereafter
and of those who are made near (to Allah).
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46 And he shall speak to the people in childhood and in maturity. And he shall be (of the company) of
the righteous.
47 She said: O My Lord! How shall I have a son when no man has touched me? He said: Even so,
Allah creates what He pleases; when He has decreed a matter, He only says to it, Be, and it is.
48 And Allah will teach him the Book and wisdom and the Law (Taurat) and the Gospel (Injil).
49 And (appoint Isa) an apostle to the Children of Israel, (with this message): “I have come to you,
with a Sign from your Lord, in that I make for you out of clay, as it were, the figure of a bird, and
breathe into it, and it becomes a bird by Allah’s leave: And I heal those born blind, and the lepers, and
I quicken the dead, by Allah’s leave; and I declare to you what ye eat, and what ye store in your
houses. Surely therein is a Sign for you if ye did believe.”
50 And a verifier of that which is before me of the Taurat and that I may allow you part of that which
has been forbidden to you, and I have come to you with a sign from your Lord therefore be careful of
(your duty to) Allah and obey me (Isa).
51 Surely Allah is my Lord and your Lord, therefore serve Him; this is the right path.
52 When Isa found Unbelief on their part He said: “Who will be My helpers to (the work of) Allah?”
Said the disciples: “We are Allah’s helpers: We believe in Allah, and do thou bear witness that we are
Muslims.”
53 Our Lord! We believe in what Thou hast revealed, and we follow the Apostle; then write us down
among those who bear witness.”
54 And they planned and Allah (also) planned and Allah is the best of planners.
55 And when Allah said: O ‘Isa, I am going to terminate the period of your stay (on earth) and cause
you to ascend unto Me and purify you of those who disbelieve and make those who follow you above
those who disbelieve to the day of resurrection; then to Me shall be your return, so I will decide
between you concerning that in which you differed. ” (End of quote from the Qu’ran)
Caution: Muslims will say they believe in Isa (Jesus) as a prophet, even as a messiah, but not as part of
the Trinity of God nor as the only Savior. Neither do they believe Isa died for our sins. Accepting Jesus
as a prophet does not save. Ask if the Qu’ran in Al Imran 3:42-55 presents Isa (Jesus) as more than a
prophet. Could it be that He is our best hope to get to paradise? Learn more about Jesus by reading the
Taurat (Old Testament) and the Injil (New Testament). Again, the gospel message is the same for
Muslims as it is for anyone else. They must believe Jesus is God, that He died on the cross for their
sins, rose again and call on Him in repentance and faith as their only Lord and Savior. The good news
is that all who do so are forgiven and promised eternal life in paradise! Amen!
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Chapter 9. Growing and Planting New Churches
The author joined Dr. P. Ramshandra in 2002, helping train pastors to plant churches in India.
In 2007, God led them to begin praying for one million new house churches in India. They
obeyed, recognizing they could not do it alone, but working with God and other evangelicals in the
harvest. One million new churches would only be one new church for every 1,000 people in India.
I. Pray For Laborers. In December, 2009, God led them to emphasize praying for laborers and enlist
all their co-workers to pray for laborers. Jesus told His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the
laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest”
(Matthew 9:37-38, author’s emphasis).
The Greek word translated “pray” is intensive, meaning “to earnestly plead,” and is in the
middle voice, meaning to “bind one’s self.” The one praying this prayer binds himself to be part of the
answer. Active voice is “I will do it.” Passive voice is “someone else does it.” Middle voice includes
both. In other words, “Send out laborers and I will be one of the them!” Will you pray for laborers and
be one of them?
Jesus issues an urgent command to His disciples, then and now, to see the urgency of the great
harvest, and cry out to the Lord of the harvest to raise up and send laborers into His harvest.
Why does He need our prayers? Couldn’t He just raise up the laborers without our prayers?
II. The Principle of Two. In the creation God gave Adam dominion over the earth (Genesis. 1:26-28).
Apparently He delegated part of His sovereignty to man. The author believes this means God
voluntarily limited Himself to work in partnership with man in the administration of the earth and calls
it “the Principle of Two.”
This principle is evident throughout the created order. For example, Adam could not have
children without Eve, nor could Eve without Adam. Animal life requires a male and female to
reproduce. Much of plant life requires cross pollination to produce fruit.
The principle continues even in physics, e.g. electricity takes at least two wires to complete a
circuit lighting a light bulb or running an appliance. There must be a hot wire with current, but the
current will not flow without a ground wire, completing the circuit.
God promises to be a husband to Israel (Jer. 31:32), and presents Jesus as the bridegroom of the
church, His bride (Ephesians 5:25-27). Jesus has apparently limited Himself to only have spiritual
children in partnership with His bride. The Great Commission delegates the harvest to the church, but
the church can not do it without Jesus (John 15:5). God loves the world and gave His Son on the cross
for our sins, but He waits for our response in human faith, prayer, and witness to complete the harvest.
Bible examples: (1) The Ethiopian eunuch came from Africa to Jerusalem seeking God and
was on his way home without having found Him. God had to send Philip out to preach Jesus to him,
leading to His salvation (Acts 8:27-38). (2) Cornelius, the Roman centurion, was praying to know
God, but was directed to send for Peter, who had to give up his prejudice against Gentiles and go with
the messengers to share Jesus with Cornelius leading to his salvation (Acts 10:1-48).
This “Principle of Two” even applies in prayer. If God knows all our needs, why does He wait
for our prayers? It may be like a national government having matching funds to build highways but
waiting for local governments to match those national funds before building the highways.
It appears that God has limited Himself to waiting for our agreeing prayers to even call the
laborers and waits for the laborers to partner with Him before He sends them out. He begs the apostles
to pray for laborers because He not only waits for our prayers but also our availability to both pray and
be available to take the gospel to the lost. It is urgent that we pray for laborers and be available as His
laborers if the harvest is to be accomplished.
However, be encouraged. Since Jesus commanded us to pray for laborers, we know we are
praying according to His will. 1 John 5:14-15 says, “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him,
40

that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever
we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.” God promises to answer this
prayer. Therefore, as we pray, we can know He will send laborers and greatly bless the harvest!
The most profound example of “the Principle of Two” is found in the incarnation of Jesus
Christ. When Jesus became flesh, He was fully God and fully man, fulfilling “the Principle of Two.”
His return to heaven calls us to a new incarnation as we join Jesus in our prayers for laborers
and multiply our witness to complete His Harvest. Let’s do it for His glory! Amen!
III. Planting Churches on the Mission Field:
When the author began working with Dr. Ramshandra in 2002, at first they tried to raise money
to pay national pastors the first year of a church plant, expecting the local churches to take up that
support the second year. It did not work. At the end of the first year the local churches did not assume
the support of that pastor. Also, very few other pastors planted churches as they were waiting for their
support.
Dr. Ramshandra and the author consulted the mission leaders of the International Mission
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. They learned that Southern Baptists established the policy
many years ago to stop paying national pastors or giving financial help to build local church buildings
in other nations. It appears to initially increase church plants, but experience has shown that it creates a
dependency which actually slows church planting. Past mission experience has also shown that when
the outside financial support stops, the churches die.
A decision was made by this ministry in 2005 to stop financial support for national pastors or
church buildings in other countries. Since then, all BGL financial resources, beyond local
administrative expenses, have directly or indirectly related to training nationals to plant churches and
reach their own people. BGL does not even provide living support for Dr. Ramshandra or his family,
or national pastors, or any coordinators on the field. However, funds are provided to help Dr.
Ramshandra and a few coordinators with travel and expenses related to setting up seminars or follow
up work-shops. Some help has also gone to pastors, elders and deacons to help them attend the training
seminars.
However, no BGL funds are provided to support church planters or build local church
buildings. Our ministry encourages all church plants to be indigenous, meaning self-supporting and
self-governing with bi-vocational national pastors and elders leading the churches.
It appears that God has greatly increased His blessing on this ministry after that decision.
God is doing a great work in India today. Church planting is going on all over the country, by many
evangelical ministries.. Most of these churches are planted without paid pastors or church buildings.
However, it is not just in India. David Garrison of the International Mission Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention said, “Every region of the world now pulsates with some kind of Church
Planting Movement. A Church Planting Movement is a rapid and multiplicative increase of indigenous
churches planting churches within a given people group or population segment.”
These church plants are normally in homes. They do not wait for a building or a paid pastor.
They are usually led by lay-pastors who are bi-vocational and feature plural elders who assist the
pastors. These churches are planted as home bible studies and do not wait for denominational approval
or control. Some believe it our only hope for completing the Great Commission in this generation.
Here are some other exciting things we learned from the International Mission Board of the SBC:
Ten Universal Elements of Church Planting Movements:
1. PRAYER, especially in the personal life of the Gospel emissary who brings the gospel to
that people group. Fervent prayer seems to be contagiously passed to new converts.
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2. Abundant Gospel Sowing. This includes personal testimonies, individual sharing of the
gospel, sharing Bible portions or gospel tracts, and/or building bridges by meeting needs,
which opens the door to sharing their greatest need, salvation through Jesus Christ.
3. Intentional Congregation Planting. There is a challenge for every house Bible study to
become a New Testament Church, studying what the church is, and teaching church leaders
to follow the Bible in carrying out the Great Commission. Most of these new congregations
plant several new churches even the first year of their existence.
4. Scriptural Authority, even among the illiterate. They are taught that the Bible is the Word
of God and is true and authoritative, teaching them what the Bible says about salvation,
basic doctrine, and the local church. It is absolutely necessary that Bibles be secured and
that a very high view of the Bible is passed to these church planters. All church planting
movements emphasize the Great Commission to take the gospel to the whole world.
5. Local Leadership. Gospel emissaries may bring the gospel in and share the Bible, but it is
essential to shift this to local leadership as soon as possible. None of the pastors or elders in
rapid church planting movements are paid by any mission organizations. If they become
full time it is because the local congregation supported them. Dependency on outside
mission organizations for salaries or buildings seems to kill church planting movements.
6. Lay Leadership. God raises up bi-vocational lay leaders working in the same vocation as
most of the new believers of the new congregation.
7. Church Planting Movements Feature Cell or House Congregations. It is not that church
buildings are prohibited. They sometimes appear, but they are built and maintained by the
local congregation, not an outside mission organization. Cell groups are house meetings of
a larger church.
8. Congregations Planting Congregations. They do not wait for approval by any
denominational authority, or wait for financial support.
9. Rapid Reproduction. In all church planting movements there seems to be a strong
emphasis on the Great Commission with an urgency about getting the gospel to those who
have not heard. Building church buildings seems to slow church planting.
10. Healthy Congregations. These churches have a balance of worship, evangelism, Bible
study, ministry to needs, and fellowship. When these Biblical marks are present, the
congregation will grow and plant other congregations.
(Paraphrased from Church Planting Movements by David Garrision, International
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, Richmond, Virginia, 1999).
IV. Practical Steps For Church Growth.
1. Vision of God’s Great Commission. The vision is not to plant just a local church. It is to
reach the world. Some of you have been at the same church for ten years and are running
the same attendance of not more than 100 for the last seven or eight years. It is difficult to
consistently have an attendance of above 100 anywhere without changing your vision. The
vision is not to build a large church on one location. It is to reach your village, your city,
your state. In fact, God has called us to reach the world. You will not do that if your vision
is limited to one church location or building.
2. Pastors Start a Men’s Leadership Training Group. It is more important than any other
group. you can start. Jesus didn’t start with a children’s group or a ladies’ group. He chose
12 men and poured His life into them. Paul did the same. Start with one or two of your best
men. Spend at least one hour per week with them at some other time than Sunday morning.
Teach them how to pray and study the Bible and be filled with the Holy Spirit. Share basic
doctrine with them, especially the authority and power of the Bible, God’s plan for church
leaders and the great commission. Take them with you witnessing, ministering to needs,
etc. Show them as well as teach them. That is what Jesus and Paul did.
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3. Adopt the House Church Model. Why? Land and church buildings are too expensive and
take too long to get. Find and use houses for both worship and leadership training. Please
show me one church building in the New Testament. In Acts 2 there were 3,000 saved in
one day but they did not rush out and
build a church building. They met in
homes. We are living in the last days.
Jesus, Paul, Peter, James and John said
that persecution would increase in the last
days. We are in the last days. Hundreds of
church buildings are being torn down in
many countries. Suppose your church
building were torn down next week?
What would you do? Don’t quit. The
church is not the building, but the
baptized believers. If your church
building is torn down have a plan. Direct
your people to meet in various homes and
have some men trained to lead them in
worship, Bible study, and prayer. You
can do it.
4. Satellite Home Bible Studies. In most cases your local church field is about ten kilometers
(6 miles) every direction from your present meeting place. One of the best ways to reach
your church field is to have satellite home Bible studies. Start with a Satellite Harvest for
three weeks. Here’s the plan: Ask three church families to open their home for three straight
week-nights or Saturday nights for a Bible Study. The pastor plans a series of three
evangelistic Bible Studies, like in John 1 to 3, or the Scriptures from the Roman Road to
Heaven. Teach three of your men to present those three messages in those homes. It should
not be in their home because there should be at least the host family and the speaker. It
should be scheduled far enough ahead to allow the host family to invite their friends and
neighbors to the meetings. On the third week, have a salvation decision night. I suggest
three homes but some could have these in five or ten homes for three weeks. However, you
could start with three homes and later have five or ten different homes for three weeks.
Keep it simple, i.e. no food, perhaps something simple to drink, and each one for about an
hour, but not more that two hours.
5. Begin Bible Classes For All Ages. Help grow your local church.
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Bible Class

Ladies’
Bible Class
Nursery
Babies

Church
Teen Agers
Ages 13-18

Children
Ages 4-12

Every church could have at least these four home Bible study
classes in addition to the Sunday worship services. Again, the most important training class is the
pastor’s men’s class. After you have an active men’s training group, consider starting a ladies Bible
class, a teen Bible class and a children’s Bible class.
If you had a church social with a meal and free time, the men would get together and talk. The
ladies would get together and talk. The teens get together and the children play together. They
normally gather in these groups because they have more in common. It just makes sense to have these
same groups meet for Bible classes. You can have some of these groups meet during your Sunday
morning worship, such as the children and teen group; however, these Bible study groups can also
meet at other times, such as Saturday, Sunday afternoon, or even a week night.
Each Bible study class needs a teacher. You may be saying, “How can we get the teachers for
these small Bible study groups?” Most churches have four people who could teach these groups. The
more people you can train and involve in growing the local church, the more your church will grow,
both spiritually and in number.
The best size for these small groups is about ten people in each class. When a small group
grows to more than ten, consider starting a second group. For example, if your men’s group grows to
15, start an older men’s group and a younger men’s group. Do the same with the women classes. With
the teenage group, we suggest that you enlarge into a teenage boy’s class and a teenage girl’s class. A
man will be more able to relate to teenage boys’ needs and a woman can better relate to teenage girls’
needs.
With the children, you should divide them by age group. For example, four-year-olds have very
little in common with 12-year-olds. As soon as possible, have a class for younger children and another
for older children.
6. How to Reach New People for Your Church: New people you aim to reach are called
prospects. You must identify the best prospects and get their names on an individual card with his/her
gender, age and address on that card to provide to the appropriate Bible classes. Here are some
suggestions for finding new prospects.
Survey of Relatives of Church Families. The best prospects are relatives of your church
members. Have all your members list the names and addresses of all their un-churched relatives
who live on the church field. This could include parents, children, brothers, sisters, aunts,
uncles, cousins, etc. Get the family information on one master sheet, including information on
each individual. Keep the family master sheet, but make a separate card on each individual in
that family, with the name, address, age, gender, etc. It is very important to have a separate card
for each man, woman, and child, not just the family. Why? Because you need to give the
individual prospect cards to the appropriate Bible class teacher. For example, give men
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prospect cards to the men’s class teachers, women prospect cards to the women’s class
teachers, teenage prospect cards to the appropriate teacher of teen classes, and children prospect
cards to the teachers of the appropriate children’s classes. This is why a card is needed for each
individual prospect with all the needed information on each card. Each Bible study group is
encouraged to pray for and reach prospects for their group. This also requires follow-up.
Survey of Friends of Church Families. Again, ask your church families to list all their
un-churched friends who live on the church field, such as neighbors, friends at work,
classmates, etc. Make a master sheet on each family, getting information on each individual in
that family on a master family sheet. Then fill out a card on each individual. Include on each
card the name, address, age, gender, etc. Also, include the name of the member who turned it
in. Get permission of that member to use his name in contacting the prospect. Then give the
individual prospect cards to the appropriate Bible study class for prayer and follow-up contacts.
Newcomers to the Community. Welcome them. Help them get adjusted. Get
their names, religious preference, etc. on each person in the family on a family master sheet.
Then fill out individual prospect cards on each individual and get them to the appropriate Bible
study group.
Contact Prospects All the Ways Possible. Visit their homes, call their cell phones, if
available, and write them a letter or card. See them at the market, on the job, in school. Build a
friendship with them. Share your salvation testimony. When you have opportunity, share the
gospel with them. Give them a gospel tract or Scripture portion.
Monthly Socials. Bible Study classes should each have a monthly social, even the men
and ladies’ classes, but especially the children and teens. We all need fellowship. Have a brief
devotional time but give most of the time at these socials to fellowship, such as fun games.
Give special attention to inviting the prospects to your socials. Most of these socials will be in
someone’s home, where prospects are more likely to come than a church building. They can
build friendships at these times, and then prospects may be more likely to attend your church
services. Each Bible study group should work to meet the needs of their members and
prospects. Consider such needs as sickness, death (comfort the family), or families needing
food. This builds bridges to reach people with the gospel.
Conclusion: Many house churches, or newer
congregations,
just have Sunday worship, and
some have care for babies and small children during the
pastor’s sermon. Please consider starting Home Satellite
Bible studies and also home classes for all ages.
V. Planting New Churches:
1. Agree to Your Church Field and First Mission
Field.
You will not reach many lost people more than 10
kilometers from where you worship. In many countries with
limited cars and money for gas, most lost people you are trying
to reach are very unlikely to attend your church if they live
beyond 10 kilometers (6 miles). Most of them walk or take a
bus. Not many will walk more than 10 kilometers to attend,
except committed members of your church. So your church
field in many cases is limited to about a 10 kilometer-radius of where you worship on Sunday. You
need to get the gospel as close to where lost people live as possible.
2. Adopt the Next 10 to 50 Kilometers As Your First Mission Field.
Look for villages and communities in your first mission field where there is no church. Paul’s
aim was to preach the gospel and plant churches where no one else had ministered. He said in Romans
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15:20, “And so I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should
build on another man's foundation.”
Dr. Ramshandra has aimed at planting churches in villages and towns where there was no
church, or at least no evangelical Bible believing church. That continues to be his aim, and this seminar
challenges you to do the same. Our purpose is to train pastors and church leaders to plant churches
where there is no gospel witness now. God wants this done and will help you do it. Consider these
suggestions:
3. Tithe Your Church General Offering and Pastor/Elder’s Time to Plant New Churches.
If your church is committed to the Great Commission, you should commit the first 10% of your church
general offering to planting new churches. Call it The Great Commission Fund. God’s plan for
financing His work is that each Christian give 1/10th of his income to God through his church. Each
church should follow this principle by setting aside the first 1/10th of their church general offering each
week to plant churches beyond their church field. Each church is also challenged to release their pastor
and elders to spend one day a week in the first mission field. There are 30 days in most months. A
leadership time-tithe would be three days a month. The Bible mentions “tithes and offerings.” If a
church adds an offering of their leaders’ time of one day a month, that would release their pastor and
elders four days a month, or one day each week, to work in their first mission field planting home
Bible studies to become house churches.
4. Survey Your First Mission Field Identifying the Greatest Needs. Pastor, elders and others
begin visiting these places, listing the villages and parts of cities where there are no churches. Choose
the highest priority locations to begin visiting. Meet people and make friends in the market, schools, or
a possible temporary job at a construction site, or in some job skill you have, etc. Paul worked at
making tents, using his tent-making both as bi-vocational support and as a platform for being there
(Acts 18:3). Make a list of needs in that village your church might meet. Do they have orphans,
widows, sick, or hungry not being cared for? Early, each team should visit the mayor or village leader
to make friends if at all possible. This could help avoid a riot.
The first tithe or 1/10th Great Commission Fund of each church should be used to help your
pastor, elders, or lay-leaders with travel, Bibles, song sheets, and food for one day and a night each
week to reach out to those villages. Among new friends made there, look for a home to begin a weekly
home Bible study; initially, a three to six week Bible study. If it goes well, get permission to extend it.
Disciple believers and baptize them. As one home is filled, start a second or more home Bible studies
in homes of new believers. Look for prospective elders and the core group to form a church. Have
special training for potential elders and the core group. It is not a church until you have a committed
core group of baptized believers, including some committed elders to lead the church.
5. Have the Three Week Harvest Home Series in Your First Mission Field. Remember we
discussed enlisting three homes for a three-week Harvest Series in your local church field. This can
also work in your first mission field, i.e. from 10 to 50 kilometers from your church.
6. Guidelines for When to Begin Sunday Services and Call it a Church:
*Have two or three home Bible studies in that town or neighborhood;
*Have at least seven baptized Christian men;
*Have a trained core group willing to form a church;
*Core group should be committed to the Bible and basic Bible doctrines; the Great Commission of
winning the lost and baptizing them; and observing the Lord’s Supper.
The pastor or elders of the sponsoring mother church should appoint the three most godly men
who are baptized believers to serve as elders for the new church, with a leading elder who will be the
pastor. On their first missionary journey Paul and Barnabas “appointed elders in every church,” (Acts
14:15; also see Titus 1:5).
If there is not a man in the new church capable of preaching and leading Sunday services,
consider a pastor from outside the village. This could be a pastor of another small church that could at
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least come and lead Sunday services, even on Sunday afternoon or evening, until one of the local
elders can assume responsibility as pastor, or a regular pastor can be called.
As the church is planted, organize the church financially with a few deacons, a finance
committee, and a treasurer. Apply the church growth principles above in each new church. Encourage
that new church to be self-supporting, self-governing, and committed to participate in planting other
churches. Do not promise to pay salaries. Encourage each pastor/elder to be bi-vocational. Do not
promise to build buildings. Emphasize house churches. The author is praying for at least one house
church for each 1000 people in several countries where he has served. You can plant churches with the
Great Commission tithe of each church’s Sunday offering. Jesus has asked us to pray to the Lord of the
harvest that He will call and send out millions of laborers to His harvest.
Will you help plant house churches? If so, please pray this prayer afer me:
Church Planting Commitment Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, (Repeat). I hereby make a new
commitment, or recommitment (Repeat), to help plant at least one new house church (Repeat) in the
next twelve months (Repeat), and keep planting churches until Jesus comes (Repeat). In His Name,
Amen! (Repeat).

Chapter 10. Preparing & Delivering Bible Messages
Among his last recorded words, Paul tells Timothy and all God-called preachers:
“Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all
longsuffering and teaching” (2 Tim 4:2). Pastors and elders must learn to “preach the word?”
A sermon has been defined as “a public discourse designed to lead people to make a
life-changing decision.” That decision may be to be saved, or to apply a lesson from the Bible,
resulting in growth as a Christian.
A preacher should be able to state in one simple sentence what he wants his hearers to
do in response to his sermon. This is called the thesis of the sermon. That thesis should be
clearly stated in the introduction, supported with Bible verses, explanation, illustrations, and
restated in the conclusion, with clear application for decision.
How does the preacher decide what sermons to preach? -By observing the needs of his
people, asking God to show him what messages the people need. And remember, include the
cross and salvation in some way in every sermon. Again, Paul says, “Preach the Word.”
I. Types of Bible Sermons:
1. Expository sermons. These sermons draw all major points from one Bible verse or
passage. There may be supporting verses from other passages,but each major point is drawn
from that single text. This especially lends itself to preaching through books of the Bible. It is
highly recommended. Expository sermons have the advantage of keeping the sermon in context
with the Bible passage chosen, and are less likely to be false teaching.
Also, if one is preaching through a book, the hearers are less likely to think you are just
picking on them. Let God speak through the continuing development of preaching through a
book of the Bible. Another advantage is it solves the question of what to preach every week.
2. Topical sermons. As the name indicates, this is taking a topic or subject, with major
points drawn from several different passages, even different books of the Bible. This certainly
can be effective preaching, but has the danger of taking scripture out of context.
For example, you could read a verse like, “Judas… went and hanged himself” (Matt.
27:3-4), followed by “Then Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise” (Luke 10:37), clearly a
false teaching. Of course this is an extreme example, but it illustrates the danger of taking Bible
verses out of context, leading to false teaching. When you take verses from various Bible
passages, be sure your application of those verses is true in their context.
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3. Biographical or historical sermons. These could include sermons from the life and
message of a Bible character or nation. Biographical sermons may also be done dramatically,
with the preacher playing the role of the Bible personality, even in costume.
II. Parts of a Bible sermon.
1. The subject of a sermon. The subject is a shorter catchy expression of the thesis of
the sermon. It should attract the attention of people without being sensational or
promising more than the sermon delivers.
2. The thesis or objective of the sermon. That may or may not be the same as the
subject, but it is what you want the hearers to take home with them. We suggest you
write the thesis out and relate every other part of the sermon to your thesis.
3. The text from the Bible. The Bible is our authority, and it clearly must express the
heart of the thesis of your sermon.
4. Prayer is very important, both before the sermon and as part of the sermon.
5. Introduction to sermon. The introduction should stimulate the curiosity of the
audience and get their attention.
6. Body of sermon. This is the part designed to persuade the hearer to take action on
the thesis of the sermon. It must include the Biblical importance and validity of
taking the action presented in the thesis. The body is traditionally three points, each
of which may have sub-points.
7. Illustrations or stories, should be mingled in with most of the points of your sermon.
These are windows that help the hearers understand and apply the sermon in
practical ways to their lives.
8. Application of the thesis should be made in each point of the sermon.
9. The conclusion. This would include a restatement of your thesis, calling for a
decision, and can be made more effective if there is an illustration which also
appeals to the emotional motivation of the hearers.
10. Finally, we come to the invitation to make a decision either for salvation or to take
some action to apply the thesis of the sermon to their lives.
III. Practical suggestions for preparation and delivery of sermons.
1. Prayer. There is nothing a preacher can do that is more important than prayer. In fact,
the sermon should flow out of his prayer life. First, he should pray for the people he is
shepherding, then for God’s message. He should pray before the sermon, during the sermon,
and following the sermon.
2. Bible study. This includes word study of the primary text and context, including
background, and Bible support from other Bible passages.
3. Illustrations. These are stories or experiences from life, helping the people understand
the message. Where can you get these illustrations? Some will come from the preacher’s
personal experiences. Others will come from the news, or current events, and still other
illustrations may come from sermons by others. These are windows to your sermon.
Here are some cautions in the use of illustrations. Do not use personal illustrations that
are boastful. Rather, use illustrations of how you have failed but how God’s grace has been
sufficient. God blesses humility, not boasting. Also, do not use illustrations that betray
confidential information from a person or family in your church.
4. Outline memory helps. Many preachers use what we call alliteration in their sermon
outline. For example, begin each major point with the same first letter of your alphabet, or
consecutive letters, like the first three letters of your alphabet. In English it would be, A. B. C.
There could also be other ways to have a similar or parallel form to relate the major points.
These become pegs for the hearer to hang your major points on and remember what you said.
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5. Excitement and enthusiasm in your preaching. Keep eye contact with the people.
Appeal to their intelligence, their will, and their emotions. Expect them to make a decision for
Christ.
It takes much prayer and study to prepare effective sermons. Jesus told Peter to “Feed
my sheep” (John 21:17). Pay the price to feed His sheep. Paul told Timothy: “Study to show
thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth” (2 Tim 2:15, KJV). God bless you as you preach His precious word. Amen.
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Chapter 11. Baptism & the Lord’s Supper
In this seminar we teach there are only two church ordinances, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.
We do not call them “sacraments.” The word sacrament literally means they confer saving grace. We
believe only personal faith in Jesus, His cross and resurrection give us saving grace. These ordinances
are visual-aids to teach spiritual truth. They both point to the cross, again reminding us of the centrality
of the cross in the Christian faith. However, there is widespread misunderstanding in the practice of
these ordinances. Our purpose is to clarify what the Bible says about them.
Baptism Pictures the Cross and Resurrection of Jesus. Matthew 3:13-15 explains how John
the Baptist baptized Jesus in the Jordan River by immersion. Verse 16 says Jesus “came up
immediately from the water,” meaning He had been under the water. Can you imagine His face
breaking out of the water just as the Spirit alighted on Him? What a beautiful scene.
Even Roman Catholic leaders, who know the Bible and history, agree that Jesus was baptized
by immersion in the Jordan River. Several years ago on a mission trip in Europe, the author was
surprised to see a baptismal pool in a very old Roman Catholic Church. The guide explained that
originally the Roman Catholic Church practiced baptism by immersion. So why was it changed? It was
simply a matter of convenience, but there are good reasons to keep baptism as immersion under water.
Baptism is not primarily about water. It is about using the water to present a picture of the gospel.
The Greek word for baptism, “baptizo” (verb), “baptisma” (noun), literally means immerse
under water. The Greek Orthodox Church baptizes by immersion as do most missionaries to Greece.
The original meaning of baptism, i.e. immersion, is essential to the prophetic picture Jesus was
conveying in His baptism. When He was put under the waters of baptism, Jesus was saying, “I came to
die and be buried.” When He came up out of the water, He was promising His resurrection.
Consider Paul’s teaching about baptism in Romans 6:4, “Therefore, we were buried with Him
through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness of life.”
He taught that water baptism is burial with Jesus “into death,” identifying with the death and
burial of Christ. Then he mentions “raised from the dead,” reminding us that we are raised out of the
water to picture the resurrection of our Lord. This is a picture of the gospel as Paul gave it in 1 Cor.
15:1-4, the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus for our sins. Only baptism by immersion conveys the
gospel picture. Sprinkling misses both the meaning of the word “baptism,” and the picture of the
gospel as well.
However, this does not mean baptism by immersion is necessary for salvation, as we shall see.
Spiritual baptism. John the Baptist introduced spiritual baptism in Mathew 3:11, “I indeed
baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me [Jesus] is mightier than I,
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit, and fire.”
Paul explains spiritual baptism further in I Corinthians 12:13, “For by one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body --whether Jews or Greeks, or whether slaves or free --and have all been made to
drink into one Spirit.”
This is a spiritual baptism (without water), and is the same as the new birth. Jesus told
Nicodemus he had to be “born of the Spirit” (John 3:5-8). When you receive Jesus as your personal
Savior, the Spirit of Christ comes in and baptizes your soul into His Spiritual body. This is spiritual
baptism without water, and is the baptism that saves.
So we have two kinds of baptism, first, a spiritual baptism and then, a physical, or water
baptism. Water baptism is like a birth announcement. The birth announcement of a new baby is sent
out after the baby is born. Just so, water baptism is a public announcement that follows the Spirit
baptism salvation of a new Christian who has been “born again.”
Spiritual baptism must be first, and then water baptism. After hearing the gospel, the Ethiopian
eunuch says in Acts 8:36-38, “‘See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?’ 37 Then
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Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.’ And he answered and said, ‘I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’ 38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the
eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.”
Notice in verse 37, Philip insisted that the Ethiopian eunuch believe in Jesus “with all his heart”
first, before he would baptize him in water.
The issue here is not whether you have been immersed or sprinkled. You are not saved by any
kind of water baptism, including immersion. Believing the gospel, which baptism teaches, saves you.
If you have personally believed in Jesus Christ and His cross and resurrection, you are saved.
If so, why have water baptism? Because Jesus was baptized, and He commanded all believers
to be baptized. He also included baptism in The Great Commission.
Four Christian doctrines are taught in water baptism by immersion:
First is the cross of Christ. His death and burial are shown when the believer goes under the
waters of baptism by immersion.
Second is the resurrection of Christ. His resurrection is pictured when the believer comes up
out of the waters of baptism by immersion.
Third is repentance. Repentance could be defined as death to self. Immersion baptism shows
our death to self in our burial in the water, picturing our funeral of the old life.
Fourth is regeneration, or the Spiritual resurrection of a believer, shown when the believer
comes up out of the waters of baptism by immersion. Paul says of baptism in Romans 6:4b, “…so we
also should walk in newness of life.”
Is baptism necessary for salvation? No. Water baptism is not necessary for salvation. Consider
the repentant thief on the cross. He was saved and Jesus said He would be in paradise with Him (Luke
23:43), but this dying thief was never baptized. Surely he would have wanted to be baptized had he
been rescued from the cross after his salvation. Here is a wonderful picture of salvation by grace plus
nothing.
While baptism is not necessary for salvation, it is necessary for obedience. Jesus intended it as
a public identification with the local church. It is also a public picture of the gospel which may help
others be saved. If Jesus is your Lord, then you will want to obey Him as soon as you have opportunity
to do so.
The Lord’s Supper Also Points to the Cross. Now we consider the second church ordinance,
the Lord’s Supper, also called Communion. 1 Corinthians 11:23-32 says, “For I received from the Lord
that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed
took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘Take, eat; this is My body which is
broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me’. 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after
supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.’ 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death till He comes. 27 Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy
manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 28 But let a man examine himself, and so let
him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats
and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. 30 For this reason many are weak and
sick among you, and many sleep. 31 For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. 32 But
when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.”
What is the purpose of the bread? –To remind us of His broken body. Jesus broke the bread and
said in verse 24; “…this is My body which is broken for you;” We are to remember how His body was
broken at the cross. Though no bones were broken, the flesh on His body was scourged with 39 lashes
of a Roman whip. The skin on his head was pierced with a crown of thorns, His hands and feet were
nailed to a rough cross and finally, a spear was thrust through His heart. Yes, His body was broken for
our sins.
What is the purpose of the cup? It is to remind us of His shed blood. His blood began to be
shed in Gethsemane as He sweat drops of blood in His agony there. It continued with the scourging,
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cutting His back to ribbons. The crown of thorns caused His blood to flow down His face and neck.
The nails through His hands and feet poured out blood from his extremities as He was lifted up on the
cross. Remember the high price Jesus paid for your sins. Humbly bow before Him in brokenness and
love.
What should you do in a Communion service? Examine yourself and confess your sins to God.
Verse 28 says, “But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup.”
Before we take the bread and cup we are commanded to search our lives, confessing any sins God
brings to our attention. Confess means we agree with God as He convicts us of our wrong thoughts,
words or deeds. When we confess and forsake those sins, we thank God for the cross which made our
forgiveness possible.
Paul warned us not to take the bread and the cup in an unworthy manner. Verse 29 says, “For
he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the
Lord's body. 30 For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep.”
He was referring to taking the elements without serious repentance, confession, and
rededication. God my chastens unrepentant sinners with sickness and even death. This does not
necessarily mean that person is lost, only that they are called to heaven early.
We can avoid God’s chastisement by judging ourselves. Verse 31 says, “For if we would judge
ourselves, we would not be judged.” It is clear that this is a private matter between us and our Lord
(verse 32), not between us and the pastor. There may be occasions to counsel with the pastor or elders,
but pastors cannot absolve sin, only Jesus can forgive our sins.
Revival can come out of a biblical Communion service. When we come to the cross, it should
result in our getting right with God. That would also require us to apologize to others we have
offended (Matt. 5:23-24), and forgive others who have offended us (Matt. 6:14-15). This could
produce revival in our individual lives and in our church.
Answers to some questions about the Lord’s Supper:
1. How Often Should We Observe the Lord’s Supper? The author suggests once a month or
once a quarter. Communion services should allow enough time for everyone to examine themselves,
renewing their fellowship with God and others. If Communion is done every Sunday, it is likely to be
either too brief and routine, or take away too much time from the teaching of other subjects the people
need as well.
2. Who Should Take Communion? This is the Lord’s Table. It seems very clear that it is only
for born-again Christians. In fact, it is only for born-again Christians who confess their sins, get right
with God, and at least purpose to apologize, or forgive, or both, and restore fellowship with others.
However, these requirements should be presented, leaving the responses to the individual adults.
3. What About Small Children? This is a difficult question. We are referring to children in the
worship service between ages 3 and 7. They are old enough to want it but not old enough to understand
it. If we tell them not to take Communion unless they are saved, many of them are confused by that.
The author has found it easier to handle by simply telling the children to wait until they are baptized to
take Communion. When they are old enough to be baptized, they will also be old enough to understand
and benefit from Communion. They accept that.
4. What About Taking Communion to the Sick and Shut-ins? Communion is a church
ordinance. The purpose is for the church to take it together as the body of Christ. We do not believe the
bread and cup have any saving value. They are only reminders of the cross. Taking the elements
without a church type experience teaches (or at least implies) there is saving value in the elements
themselves, which is not biblical. However, it can be done by taking a few members for a smaller
service with the shut-ins. Include singing, sharing Scripture, prayers, testimonies, taking time to
personally examine ourselves, and take Communion together. This fulfills the purposes and can be a
great blessing.
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Chapter 12. Life Changing Messages of Hope
Five salvation messages: Repentance, Faith, New Birth, Assurance and Eternal Security.

Repentance
Is it necessary to repent to be saved? Consider how our Savior answered that question: Jesus
said in Luke 13:3 & 5, “Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” He made this statement in
verse 3 and again in verse 5. That makes it doubly sure. Jesus is saying anyone who does not repent,
will perish in hell.
Later, Jesus told the story of a rich man who died and was surprised to be tormented in the fires
of hell. This is in Luke 16:23-26. Jesus quoted that man, speaking from hell, begging Lazarus to go
and warn his five brothers, adding in verse 27, “Lest they also come to this place of torment.” Verse
30 quotes the rich man in hell insisting if someone went from the dead to warn his brothers, “they
will repent.” He realized too late (for him) that repentance was required to miss hell. Remember,
Jesus is telling this story, a true story.
Also, consider the message of John the Baptist in Matthew 3:2, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” Jesus began His first recorded sermon with those same words in Matthew 4:17.
Peter concluded his sermon on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2:38, “Repent and let every one of
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remissio n of sins.”
So what does it mean to repent? The word “repent” literally means to change one’s mind and
direction, specifically concerning God, Jesus, sin,and righteousness.
In the Garden of Eden, God had said in Genesis 2:17, “… the day you eat of it [i.e., of the
forbidden tree] you shall surely die.” Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit and died, not physically or
mentally, but spiritually. They were cut off from God and, with them, the whole human race. Paul said
in I Corinthians 15:22, “… in Adam all die.”
Consider a concentric circle, with an outer ring representing our body, a second inside circle
representing the soul (mind, will and emotions), and the inner circle representing the spirit. When
Adam and Eve sinned, they died spiritually, but their body and soul continued to live.
The sad truth is that since then, every one of us (except Jesus) ratified that decision by Adam
and Eve in various ways, by choosing our will over God’s will, which is sin. Our spiritual death was
caused by our inherited fallen nature, and ratified by our personal sin. Therefore, sin makes us
spiritually dead until we are born again. Paul explained it this way, “And you He made alive, who were
dead in trespasses and sins,” (Ephesians 2:1, our being dead, repeated in verse 5). That is why Jesus
told Nicodemus, the Pharisee, in John 3:3, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God."
How then can a person who is spiritually dead repent? It is impossible without God’s help.
Jesus said in John 5:21, “For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so the Son gives
life to whom He will.” John 6:44 says, "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws
him; and I will raise him up at the last day.”
Before a person is saved he is spiritually dead to God. However, when the gospel of Jesus
Christ is presented to that spiritually dead lost person, his soul is awakened by the Holy Spirit and
convicted of sin. He sees his sinfulness and Jesus Christ as Savior. In that spiritual awakening, that lost
person’s will is activated. Repentance, then, is the decision by a spiritually awakened soul to agree
with God about sin, and receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.
Consider some Bible examples of this awakening. The prodigal son was in the pigpen when, in
Luke 15:17, “… he came to himself…” Saul of Tarsus was on the road to Damascus to kill Christians.
God used the previous witness of Stephen about Jesus Christ in Acts 7:54-60 to “awaken” Saul. In
Acts 9:3-4, it says, “…suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. Then he fell to the ground, and
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heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’” Saul was blind for three days
before he had his eyes opened, received the Holy Spirit, and was baptized (Acts 9:17).
Biblical repentance includes saving faith, and saving faith always includes repentance. They are
two sides of the same coin. In America, we call one side of our coins heads, (usually with the image of
one of our presidents). The other side we call tails. To spend that coin, you have to give them both
sides. It’s like that with repentance and faith.
When one hears the gospel, his awakened soul sees Jesus, also seeing his own sinfulness and
condemnation. Repentance is man’s response to the conviction of the Holy Spirit, giving him the
desire to turn from sin. Faith is the joy of receiving Jesus and forgiveness. In Acts 26:18 God sent Paul
“to open their eyes in order to turn them from darkness to light.” When the Holy Spirit convicts and
draws you to Jesus and His cross, He will also break your heart and enable you to change your mind
about sin. When repentance and saving faith come together, Jesus comes in and you are saved.
Repentance always includes personal conviction for sin. Has your heart been broken over your sin?
Has Jesus come in and helped you change your direction? Repentance that does not result in a changed
life is not biblical repentance. Be sure you have repented and trusted Jesus. Amen.

Saving Faith
Who do you trust? Can you trust anyone these days? Paul had clearly decided who he trusted.
He described it in 2 Timothy 1:12b. “I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able
to keep what I have committed to Him until that day.”
On his second missionary journey in Acts 16:30 & 31, Paul was asked one night, “What must I
do to be saved?” He answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.”
What does it mean to be saved? It includes forgiveness of our sins and receiving the gift of
eternal life in heaven. Paul’s own confident testimony was, “I have believed.” Have you?
I. Faith Involves Knowledge of the Gospel. Paul said, “I know whom...” Paul knew that Jesus
is the Christ, the only divine Son of God. He knew that Jesus died on the cross for his sins and arose
bodily from the dead the third day. Finally, he knew that Jesus saves all who believe in Him. Paul says,
“I know whom I have believed...” “Whom” refers to Jesus Christ. Certainly Paul believed all the
gospel facts; however, the object of his faith was not the gospel facts, but Jesus Himself. We are not
saved by a book, a creed, a sacrament, a priest, or a church, but by personal faith in Jesus Christ
Himself.
Regarding faith, some say that it does not matter what you believe as long as you are sincere.
Wrong! Suppose you lay a bamboo pole across a river and try to walk across. Sincere faith in that
bamboo pole will still land you in the river. Mustard seed-size faith in a concrete bridge will get you
across. So you see, it is the object of your faith that determines its effectiveness. Jesus is the only
bridge that will get you to heaven.
II. Faith Is Being Persuaded. Paul adds “...I am persuaded that He is able...” Do you believe
Jesus is able to save you and keep you? Paul describes Abraham’s faith in Romans 4:21-22, “And
being fully convinced that, what He (God) had promised, He was able also to perform. 22 And therefore
it was accounted to him for righteousness.” Saving faith is not a “hope so” thing. It is a wholehearted
response, not only to the gospel facts, but also to the revelation of Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit. Paul
says in Romans 10:10, “For with the heart one believes unto righteousness and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.”
Some people delay becoming Christians because they are afraid they won’t be able to be good
enough. That is precisely the reason you need to come to Jesus. You never will be good enough. Jesus
is the only one who is good enough. If you receive Jesus into your soul, God accepts you because He
sees the perfection of Christ in you. Jesus also gives you His power. John 1:12 says, “As many as
received Him (Jesus), to them He gave the right to become children of God…” He is able to save you
and keep you eternally.
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III. Faith Involves Commitment to Jesus. Paul continued “...that He (Jesus) is able to keep
that which I have committed unto Him against that day.” What did Paul commit to Jesus Christ? His
soul, his body, his service and all his future. Have you made that kind of commitment to Jesus Christ?
John G. Paton, missionary to a South Pacific island in the eighteenth century, was translating
the New Testament into the local language. He was struggling to find a word in the language for
“faith” or “believe.” A native Christian helper returning from a long journey used a native word as he
sat down wearily into a chair. “What does that word mean?” Paton excitedly asked. “I rest my full
weight here,” replied the native in English. “That’s it!” exclaimed Paton, and used that word to
translate the Bible word for “believe”. Have you “rested your full weight on Jesus?” That is saving
faith. Believe in Jesus today. Amen.

The New Birth
Consider Nicodemus, who came to Jesus one night in Jerusalem (John 3:1-9). Nicodemus was a
Pharisee, who could be called a Jewish pastor-teacher. He undoubtedly believed the Bible, kept the
commandments, and was in the temple praying and teaching every day.
He told Jesus, “… we know that You are a teacher come from God; …” (John 3:2). But
Nicodemus was lost. We know this because Jesus told him, “Unless one is born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God” (John 3:3).
If this very religious preacher was lost, could you be? Why must we be born again? Because we
have all sinned and are dead spiritually until we are “born again”.
God originally created Adam and Eve with a spirit, soul, and body (I Thessalonians 5:23). The
body is what you see. The soul includes the mind, will, and emotions. Only mankind was created with
a spirit able to know God and live forever.
Adam and Eve were commanded not to eat the forbidden fruit of self will (Gen. 2:16-17).
When they ate the forbidden fruit, they died spiritually (Genesis 3:6-9). Everyone since that
time, except Jesus, has also chosen sin, with the same result, spiritual death. That is why we all have to
be “born again”.
French scientist, Pascal, said we all have a God-shaped vacuum inside us that can only be filled
by Jesus Christ. Do you sometimes feel empty inside? Perhaps you have tried to fill that emptiness
with pleasure, money, power, or like Nicodemus, even religion, but you are still not satisfied. Could it
be that you need to be born again?
Here’s how you can be born again:
I. You Must Recognize Your Need. Nicodemus heard Jesus preach and saw His miracles. He
said to Jesus, “… no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him” (John 3:2).
Nicodemus longed for something more and came to the right person. Nicodemus was the first person
to hear the most famous verse in the Bible, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
II. You Must Want to Be Saved. Do you long for something more to fill your emptiness? This
takes honest recognition of our helplessness and hopelessness. It actually takes the Word of God and
the conviction of the Holy Spirit to make us aware of our great need for God. This is repentance.
III. You Must Come to Jesus. The Bible says, “… as many as received Him [Jesus], to them
He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name; who were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but [born] of God” (John 1:12-13). To be
born again you must believe in Jesus so much that you receive Him in a definite, personal way. The
moment you believe in Jesus and receive Him as your Lord and Savior, you are “born of God.” You
can do it anywhere, including right here right now. Will you come to Jesus?
Jesus said in Revelation 3:20, “Behold, I stand at the door, [of your heart] and knock; if anyone
hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him, and dine with him, and he with Me.”
When someone knocks on your door, they want to come in. Jesus is talking about the door of
your heart. He wants to come into your life. Will you open the door of your soul and invite Him in? He
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will come in if you receive Him. He added, “and will dine with him…” Jesus wants to have supper
with you. He will be family to you. You and Jesus can enjoy supper fellowship together forever. When
Jesus comes into your heart, your dead spirit comes alive. He paid for your sins on the cross so He
could forgive you and save you. This is what it means to be born again. Receive Jesus as your Savior
and be born again today. Amen.

Assurance of Salvation Now!
The apostle John said in 1 John 5:13, “These things I have written unto you who believe in the
name of the Son of God [Jesus] that you may KNOW that you have eternal life…” (a present
possession).
You can be saved and know that you are going to heaven. It rests totally on receiving Jesus into
your soul. 1 John 5:12 says, “He who has the Son [Jesus] has life and he who does not have the Son of
God does not have life.” This involves a definite decision to believe in and receive Jesus Christ as your
personal Lord and Savior. Jesus is God. He died on the cross for your sins, and arose from the dead.
Have you believed in Him with all your heart? You may be saying, “I hope so.” You can know for
sure. The apostle John wrote the little epistle called 1 John to help Christians have assurance of
salvation. (Note: Not the Gospel of John). He gave these four evidences of real Christians:
The First Evidence: Oneness with Christ. I John 4:15 says, “Whoever confesses that Jesus is
the Son of God, God abides in him and he in God.” A real Christian is spiritually married to Jesus.
Ninety-six times in the New Testament Christians are described as being “in Christ” or “Christ being
in them.” This is much more than believing facts about Jesus. You must confess Jesus as Lord,
believing in Him with all your heart. Have you done that?
The Second Evidence: Obedience. 1 John 2:3 says, “Now by this we know that we know him,
if we keep his commandments.” If you belong to Jesus, you will want to please Him. Jesus said in John
14:15, “If you love me, keep my commandments.” No, you are not saved by obedience. God does not
require us to be perfect to be saved, but rather a tender love for Jesus that grieves true Christians when
they disappoint their Lord. Is this true in your life?
The Third Evidence: Christian Fellowship. I John 3:14a says, “We know that we have
passed from death unto life because we love the brethren.” “Brethren” are other Christians. Devoted
Christians want to be with others who love Jesus. Do you love other Christians? Most churches are
blessed with traveling Christians who visit their services. Often there is an immediate awareness of
Christian love and fellowship. Going to church is not drudgery to real Christians. Don’t think you will
enjoy heaven if you don’t enjoy being in church now. I am very suspicious of professing Christians
who say they love Jesus but dislike being in church.
The Fourth Evidence: The Inner Witness of the Holy Spirit. 1 John 4:13 says, “By this we
know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He hath given us of His Spirit.” 1 John 5:10a says,
“He that believes in the Son of God [Jesus] has the witness in himself.” If you have the Spirit of Jesus
in your soul, He will bear witness in your soul that you are saved. Paul says in Romans 8:16, “The
Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.” Peace will be the primary
inner witness. Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
If you have these evidences that you are a Christian, praise God! If not, don’t try to work them
up. You can fake most of them and still be lost. Instead, 2 Corinthians 13:5a says, “Examine
yourselves as to whether you are in the faith.” Rather than trying to defend a fuzzy past profession, just
make a fresh decision now to believe in Jesus with all your heart, trusting Him to give you clear
assurance of salvation.
Ask a Christian friend or pastor to pray with you to confirm your decision. Read the Gospel of
John through. Pray every day. Get in a Bible-believing church. Confess any known sins and ask Jesus
to help you turn from them. Unforsaken sin can cause doubts. If you have not done so, share your
decision in church, and follow the Lord in baptism. If you let Jesus be Lord of your life, He will
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produce assurance of salvation from the inside out. Rest in His finished work on the cross. You can
have assurance of salvation!

Why Our Salvation Is Secure Forever In Christ!
John 3:16b says, “…that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
The author would not be interested in being a Christian if salvation were something that we
could have today and lose tomorrow. He knows himself too well. On his best days he doesn’t measure
up to God’s law. `
James 2:10 says, “For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one
point, he is guilty of all.” If salvation could be lost, one sin would do it. It would be presumptuous to
ever claim to be a Christian. Some believe sin can cause you to lose your salvation and you confess it
and get saved again. If so, it would just be a matter of luck whether you confessed just before you died.
No. Salvation is much better than that. Once a person is truly saved through personal faith in
Jesus Christ, he will never lose that salvation.
Consider these proofs that true born-again Christians cannot lose their salvation.
First, the Meaning of the Gospel. The word “gospel” means “good news.” The good news is
that Jesus paid for all our sins on the cross. When you receive Jesus Christ with all your heart, all your
sins, past, present, and future, are transferred to the cross, and His perfect righteousness is transferred
to your soul. God sees Christ and His righteousness in your soul and declares you perfect in Him. God
cannot see your sins through the blood of Jesus. It would not be good news if you could lose it.
Secondly, the Promise of Eternal Life Now. Over and over again the Bible says that true
Christians are given eternal life as a present possession. The apostle John said, “These things have I
written unto you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal
life” (I John 5:13). Notice that this eternal life begins the moment you believe in Jesus. If eternal life
could end, it would be a lie to call it eternal life. It would have to be called “temporary life.” Jesus said
in John 10:27-30, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. And I give them
eternal life; and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. My father,
who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s
hand. I and My Father are one.”
Thirdly, Jesus Does the Keeping. Philippians 1:6 says, “Being confident of this very thing,
that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” I Peter 1:3-5
says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy
has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who
are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”
In 2 Timothy 1:12b Paul says, “For I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is
able to keep what I have committed to Him until that day.”
And Jude 24-25 says, “Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior, who alone is wise, be
glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever. Amen.” Jesus does the keeping!
What About Apparent Christians Who Quit Following Jesus? John answers this question in
1 John 2:19, “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no
doubt have continued with us; but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not
all of us.” John is simply saying that those who stop following Jesus were never saved in the first
place. Undoubtedly, many join the church without truly receiving Jesus and being born again.
Be sure you are trusting Jesus with all your heart. If He comes into your life, He will never
leave you. His salvation is guaranteed to be eternal. This is the hope of the world. Amen.
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